WILSON ORNITHOLOGICAL CLUB 


Huse m Library 
GL 


FF3 26 1948 





Audubon Field Notes 


Published by the National Audubon Society in Collaboration with the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service 


Volume 2, No. 1 January 1948 




















AUDUBON FIELD NOTES 


A bimonthy magazine devoted to 
the results of bird watching 


Published by the National Audubon Socicty 
in Collaboration with the 


U. S. Fish & Wildlife Service 


John W. Aldrich, Editor 
Ludlow Griscom, Associate Editor 
Klizabeth S. 
Chandler S. Robbins, Associate Editor 
Robert F. 


Manning, Associate Editor 
Stewart, Associate Editon 


EDITORIAL BOARD 
Margaret B. Hickey 
S. Charles Kendeigh 
Jean M. Linsdale 

Eugene P. Odum 


Roger T. Peterson 
. 


AUDUBON FIELD NOTES is. published -hi- 
monthly by the National Audubon Society. Sub 
scription price is $2.00 per year for the U.S.A., 
$2.25 foreign. Single copies: Fall Migration 
(January), Winter Season (May), Spring Migra- 
tion (July), Nesting Season (September) 25 cents 
per copy; Christmas Bird Count (March) 60 cents; 
Breeding-Bird Census (November) 40 cents. 
AUDUBON FIELD NOTES regrets that it can- 
not continue subscriptions beyond date of expira 
tion. Checks and money orders should be made 
payable to AUDUBON FIELD NOTES. Editorial 
offices, 1000 Fifth Avenue, New York 28, N. Y. 
Entered as second-class matter February 3, 1947, 
at the Post Office, New York, New York, under 
the Act of March 3, 1879. Copyright 1948 by the 
National Audubon Society. 

Postmaster: If undeliverable, please notify Audu- 
bon Field Notes on form 3578 at 1000 Fifth 
Avenue, New York 28, N. Y. 

DIRECTORS OF NATIONAL AUDUBON 
SOCIETY: F. Cecil Baker, G. Lister Carlisle, 
Edward C. Childs, Mrs. Francis B. Crownin- 
shield, J. R. Dymond, Guy Emerson, Ludlow 
Griscom, Mrs. Paul Moore, Mrs. Walter W. 
Naumburg, E. Laurence Palmer, Matthias Plum, 
Gardner D. Stout, Mrs. Carll Tucker, R. Gordon 
Wasson, Charles G. Woodbury. 

OFFICERS: Robert C. Murphy, Honorary Presi- 
dent; Ludlow Griscom, Chatrman of the Board; 
R. Gordon Wasson, Chairman, Executive Commit- 
tee; John H. Baker, President; Carl W. Buch- 
heister, Vice-President; G. Lister Carlisle, Secre- 
tary; Guy Emerson, Treasurer; Irving Benjamin, 
Assistant Treasurer. 

MEMBERSHIP in the National Audubon Societs 
helps to support the cause of protection and con- 
servation of wildlife, plants, soil and water which 
result in improved public health, greater public 
happiness, better public economic welfare and 
higher standards of living. 


OUTRGOUIEE acccccnmas 2 e Supporting —........ S$ 50 
e Sustaining = ........ 10 e Contributing ...... 100 
PRONNTE:  adkciecticeins c 2 a Ee 200 





JANUARY 1948 
Vol. 2, No. 1 


fronted geese by Allan D. Cruickshank 
* 


CONTENTS 


The Changing Scasons 


Fall Migration 


Regions 
Boston 
New York 
Philadelphia 
Carolina 
Pensacola (Fla.) 
Ohio- Michigan 
Middle Western 
Minnesota 
Missouri 
Northern Great Plains 
Fexas Coastal 
Utah 
San Francisco 


Southern California 


The Distribution of North American Birds 


Breeding Distribution of the Dickcissel 


Cover photograph ef migrating snow and white 


oe) 














Your 
WINTER BIRD POPULATION STUDY 
Send compiled data, together with 


map and description of the method 
employed in making the study to: 


The Editor, Audubon Field Notes 
1000 Fifth Avenue, New York 


By February 20, 1948 




















THE CHANGING SEASONS 


A Summary of the Fall Migration 


Ludlow Griscom 


N California prolonged drought conditions re- 
| sulted in a lack of food supply and a general 
land birds. 

have 


scarcity of The fall migration there 
been devoid of out- 
trends. In the San Francisco 
area a notable event was the appearance of montane 
birds in the lowlands, examples being the red 
and nutcracker. A flight of red-breasted 
nuthatches developed into a major invasion in 
southern California. Encouraging news is the con- 
tinued appearance of the white-tailed kite in new 
localities, a species believed headed for extinction 
20 years ago 


Most of the 


would appear to any 


standing features or 


crossbill 


country to the Rockies had a 
very hot summer, a fall, and record-break- 
ing heat in October. These conditions continued 
through November on the Atlantic Coast, but in 
the far Northwest November suddenly changed to 
abnormally cold. ‘There, winter arrived early and 
with great suddenness. In the East, however, even 


west 
warm 


as far north as Massachusetts, the real winter 
weather had hardly begun to arrive by Dec. 1. The 


net result of these factors was an interesting type 
of migration. In most areas, waves were few, counts 
were low and most observers complained of “poor 
birding.” Actually the bulk of the summer resi- 
dents departed on time. The species which migrate 
to the tropics maintained their inherited schedules 
and only the later groups were a little late in ar- 
riving in numbers. As might be expected, the 
number of late stragglers bordered on the = spec- 
tacular, outstanding examples being a chat in 
Massachusetts in December, and a Wilson’s warbler, 
the same month, in Marvland (Christmas Count) . 
herons. — Very good flights were re- 
north to Long Island, N.Y., Ohio and 
rapidly thinned out north to 
Massachusetts and Minnesota. The American egret 
was reported in flocks of “several thousand” in 
Missouri. ‘The snowy egret ranged north to Long 
Island, Ohio, and Michigan. 


Southern 
corded 


Missouri, which 


Pelagic birds. —¥Except for the parasitic jaeger, 
very fall for birds on the north 
Atlantic. Several sea trips off southern California 
didn’t fare well either. A Sabine’s gull was seen 
off Cape Cod, Mass. The steady increase of 
the double-crested cormorant is now as conspicu- 
ous in the interior as it has been for some time 
on the Atlantic seaboard. An immature gannet 


it was a poor 


was badly out of place near Cleveland, Ohio. 
Waterfowl. — An excellent flight of geese occurred 
with a marked increase of the Canada goose from 
the Mississippi to the Atlantic, clearly showing the 
benefit of the drastic hunting restrictions of re- 


cent years. On Cape Cod, Mass., the number of 
Canada geese was the greatest in recent decades. 
Snow geese are now of annual occurrence in the 
Northeast, and stray blue geese are occasional. How- 
ever, a black brant identified on Cape Cod was a 
great rarity. West of the Mississippi no one claims 
a clear increase for any species of goose except the 
white-fronted. Fall migration data on abundance 
of ducks are naturally inconclusive for southern 
‘Texas and California, but elsewhere the flight was 
not as poor as feared. A slight improvement is 
reported from Utah and the Dakotas. Minnesota, 
Missouri, lowa, Illinois, Michigan, and Ohio re- 
ported a poor flight and a further decrease. The 
Atlantic seaboard was really pleased at the show- 
ing. New England reported the black duck popu- 
lation at par, and the best flight of the rarer sur- 
face-feeding ducks in years. ‘The ruddy duck also 
did well. The redhead, ring-necked, canvas-back 
and scaup did very badly in the Northeast, but 
appeared in surprisingly good numbers on _ the 
Atlantic and Gulf coasts from Maryland south- 
ward. ‘The wood duck which was very scarce in 
New England, however, did well in the prairie 
On the Gulf coast of Florida, Mr. Weston 
reported the “greatest flight of ducks in 20 years.” 
‘There was also a fine early fall flight of scaups to 
the coastal sounds of Virginia and North Carolina, 
but these birds passed on to unknown areas. The 
mid-winter waterfowl inventory is awaited with 
great interest. 

Shorebirds. — The declining trend in this group 
of birds during recent years continued on the New 
England coast, but reversed itself from New York 
southward. California was also satisfied with its 
flight. In the interior the numbers were relatively 
small, and a good versus a poor year was primarily 
a question of the water tables, which determined the 
presence or absence of suitable habitats. The avocet 
was seen in Pennsylvania and Delaware. The buff- 
breasted sandpiper was seen in Ontario (very rare) , 
Massachusetts (very rare), Long Island (rare), 
Ohio, (rare), and Missouri (very uncommon). The 
Hudsonian godwit was reported from Massachusetts 


states. 


(numerous records from August to November), 
south to Delaware. 
Gulls and terns. — More black terns than usual 


appeared in New England and on Long _ Island. 
This species was found again breeding in Maine. 
Hurricanes tern in north- 
western Florida, and another was picked up alive 
inland in South Carolina. A glaucous gull in South 
Carolina was the first state record. 

Hawks. — Meteorological conditions largely con- 
trol concentration of hawk flights. The warm 
October spoiled it in most parts of the country. 
The flight was good over Mt. Tom, Mass., in Sep- 
tember but very poor at Hawk Mt., Pa., until 
November. Swainson’s hawk was reported from 
Massachusetts and New Jersey. 

The number of great rarities and stragglers dur- 
ing the fall season now reaches such staggering pro- 


accounted for a sooty 








portions as to defy any general treatment or basis 
for mention. .\ whooping crane in both Dakotas 
surely deserves mention, as does a European teal 
in South Carolina New York. 
Far southern species wandering northward were 
least grebe and Mexican kingbird in California, a 
fork-tailed flycatcher on Long Island, N.Y., a gray 
Kingbird in South Carolina, and a white-winged 


and a wheatear in 


dove in northwestern Florida. Western species far 
eastward were lark bunting in Massachusetts (black 
male). and cinnamon teal in Florida. Eastern species 
in California black and white and 
American Phe most unusual strageler 
was a far southwestern species reported far to the 
northeastward. 


were warblers 


redstarts. 


\ male painted redstart spent 2 
mid-October at Marblehead Neck, Mass., 
nearly LOO people, and 
movies were secured. 


davs in 
where it was admired by 


excellent colored 


FALL MIGRATION 


August 1 to November 30, 1947 


BOSTON REGION. Phe fall migration was as 


dull and uninteresting as any in the memory of 













the present generation, due largely to the un- 
broken period of 
— ; ; 
Poe lovely, mild 
: -. Sane, th weather. \ugust, 
Hx Sf [45S Rt September and 
ifs Boston 
He t ~ October were ab- 
— Cape 


Céd normally hot, and 
almost 


N November 
Mr ~ 
| paw no as warm as_ last 


farthagN ter vear. There were 
no storms until 
November, and a tantalizing absence of marked cool 
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waves produced an annoying absence of flights or 
waves of birds. ‘There was not a single flight of 
birds in August. Sept. 20 was the only day of that 
month marked The whole 
of October was Indian 
during which the birds dribbled through day by 
day. It much like southern California or 
the east coast of Florida to suit us. 

Phe summer residents slipped away in September 
on schedule, but the October migrants were late 

Ihe November 
the normal winter 
missing on 
Not a single one of the irregular winter 


when a wave occurred. 


one prolonged summer, 


was too 


in reaching normal numbers. 


waterfowl were even later, and 
population of sea fowl was. still 759%; 
Dec. 10. 
visitors has staged a flight as vet, and even the 
purple finch and red-breasted nuthatch were still 
apparently resting quietly in the “North Woods” 
at the end of the period. 

Pelagic migranis. —‘Vhe greatest number of sooty 
shearwaters ever reported in New England waters 
hung off the coast in June and July; on one occa- 
sion over 1000 were seen from Nantucket Island by 


Edith Folger and others. With them in July 


and Cory'’s shearwaters. All 
disappeared thereafter. “The Wilson's 
petrels was low all season and they left very early 
(late .\ugust mid-September) . The 
apparent absence of plankton inshore accounts for 


were a few greater 


number of 
instead of 


the scarcity of jaegers, the near absence of phala- 
and the lack of any 
flight. 
Walerfow!l. — An excellent flight of Canada geese 
came down the coast of Massachusetts Bay, in late 


ropes, pronounced off-shore 


tern 


October, and unprecedented numbers appeared on 
Cape Cod in late November. Mr. Mason and I 
$050 on Nov. 24. With them at Rock 
Harbor were 130 brant, including an example of 
This rarity 
was seen on Nov. 23 and 24. 


counted 


the western sub-species or black brant. 
Atlantic 
It was seen both flving and standing on a flat, in 


on the coast 
direct comparison with the more common eastern 
race. Four blue geese lit in a pond on Nantucket 
Island and | was killed on Nov. 18. On Nov. 19, 1 
blue and 2 snow geese were found by Ralph Horn- 
blower and son, near Squibnocket Pond, Martha’s 
Vineyard. They were joined the next day by 3 more 
blue geese, perhaps the Nantucket birds. A flock of 
25 snow geese was scen about the same time near 
Norfolk, Conn. 

The duck very mixed 
picture, but by mo means as bad as people had 
feared. First and foremost, our New England black 
duck maintained about the same abundance as last 
vear. Both green-winged and blue-winged teal had a 
ercat flight 
decades. 


migration presented a 


vear, one of the two 
The 


rare 


best in’ recent 
mallards, 
New England, 
heard of, with around 10 to 
50 birds per trip per active field worker. ‘The bald- 
pate and pintail were fair. ‘The duck 
pathetically few in August and September (gather 


number of throughout 


history a duck in was the 


greatest ever seen or 


wood were 


ings of excellent 


reported on 


local breeding birds), but con- 


centrations of migrants were three 


October. 
canvas-back, 


occasions in 
duck, 


badly down. 


Phe redhead, ring-necked 


greater and lesser scaup were 


\ good flight of ruddies was reported 


on the Great Round Shoal, & miles south- 
east of Monomoy Point. Mr. and Mrs. Dudley Ross 
and T found a flock of common eiders at least 5 


miles long, and a quarter of a mile deep in the 
middle third. An estimate of 200,000 is) probably 
ridiculously conservative, but T must confess to lack 
of experience in dealing with such enormous num- 
day, Nov. 22, 


bers. On the samc there were about 


75,000 scoters (sp.) several miles due south of the 
Point. 
Shorebirds. — Again this season a_ disappointing 


flight continued the downward trend of recent years. 
All the rarer 
numbers. 


“western” species appeared in’ very 


poor Only the least and semipalmated 
sandpipers and the lesser yellow-legs. arrived in 
notably great numbers; on Aug. 1, 4000 yellow- 
legs and 50 to 60,000 “peep” were reported at 
Newburyport. It has now become routine for a 
sprinkling of Hudsonian godwits to occur annually 








from mid-August to early November, and the active 
students of shorebirds can see half a dozen or so 
apiece each season. 

Terns. — Slightly more black terns than usual and 
practically no Forster's or Caspian terns were 
present. On July 30, 1 witnessed a migration of 125 
least terns passing down the inside of Monomoy. 

Land birds.— Almost all the possible — species 
were reported, but most of the commoner ones 
were in small numbers because of weather condi- 
tions. Again notably numerous were the Cape May 
and ‘Tennessee warblers. Particularly scarce was the 
migrant shrike. 

Rarities. —The number of rarities reached posi- 
tively amazing proportions. I have suppressed all 
such records where the identification is critical or 
difficult, when the opportunity for a good study was 
lacking, or where the observation of a special rarity 
lacked the confirmation of several observers. There 
was the usual crop of gnatcatchers, some dickcissels, 
a couple of lark sparrows and Arkansas kingbirds. 
A ruff spent some time at Newburyport, and the 
usual little gull was there. More unusual were a 
Sabine’s gull off Cape Cod, Sept. 27 (Cottrell and 
Griscom) , a gyrfalcon (black phase) at Eastham, 
Oct. 4 (Wyman, Richardson) , a Franklin's gull at 
Chatham, Oct. 12) (Mason and Griscom), and a 
lark bunting, male, still largely black all over, 
patently with a deformed foot, at Way- 
land on Nov. Il (Cottrells, B. Parker, Griscom) . . 

One of the most extraordinary and unexpected 
birds ever to be found in New England was an 
adult male painted redstart, which was discovered 
at Marblehead Neck on Oct. 18, by Mrs. H. Dewindt 
and Mrs. D. H. Searle. Some 75 people had _ perfect 
views of it the next day, and fortunately colored 
movies of it were taken which were completely suc- 
cessful. Mr. Lee S. Crandall of the New York 
Zoological Garden kindly advises us that there is 


“dopey”. 


no record of this bird ever having been kept in 
captivity or imported alive into the United States. 

Breeding season notes.— \ brief record of the 
breeding season, omitted from the September issue, 
is included here. As usual birding activity was 
greatly reduced in this area during the breeding 
season, and confined to looking for rarities. June 
was cold, turning to very hot the last week, when a 
dry month turned wet. With most groups nesting 
was successful, the terns having a particularly good 
season. ‘To everybody's disappointment, last’ year’s 
nesting skimmers failed to return to Plymouth. 
The northward march of southern species, a steady 
trend for over two decades, continues apace. Out- 
standing examples this year were the nesting of the 
catbird at Mt. Desert Island, Me.; the rough- 
winged swallow at Damariscotta, Me.; the white- 
eyed vireo and orchard oriole in) extreme north- 
eastern Massachusetts. “Pwo cardinals appeared in 
Wayland, Mass., in July, but did not linger. In a 
very different category, the evening grosbeak ap- 
parently nested in Quebec, and was seen in) mid- 


summer in southern New Brunswick (Dudley 
Ross); R. IT. Moore reported the white-winged 
crossbill in) great abundance on Mt. Katahdin, 
Me., in August. — LupLow Griscom, Museum of 
Comparative Zoology, Cambridge 38, Mass. 


NEW YORK REGION.— During the period of fall 


migration in this region the weather was unusually 





warm. ‘The daily mean for October was seven de- 
grees above the 
<a Conn usual monthly av- 
: Ad erage. Rainfall was 

§ Sou" s erage. Rainfi " 
3 yi heavy in August 

n ae e 

NEW YOR ist¢ but light in Sep- 

city py Lo" tic 8 | 
aie 4) tember and Oc- 
New U<ratent »\0 tober. Humidity 





Jersey f 


out the — period 





| was high through- 





and fogs were fre- 
quent. Light south winds prevailed through October. 
There were no severe storms nor heavy blows until 
mid-November which was a month of normal 
temperatures but with heavy winds accompanied 
by heavy rains. 

Pelagic migrants.—The flight of gannets was 
good. During October immature birds were the 
more numerous, but by the end of November 
practically every gannet seen was an adult. Double- 
crested cormorants have been numerous until after 
the first of December. One immature European 
cormorant was seen on the water and at close range 
at Shinnecock Bay, Nov. 30 (C. K. Nichols). Para- 
silic jaegers were present along the coast 
mid-September to late October. 


from 


Herons. — Over 100 American and 5 snowy egrets 
were scen at Jones Beach in late summer. Sixty of 
the American egrets were still there on October 19. 
One Louisiana heron was reported from the area. 

Waterfowl.— The numbers of migrating geese 
and ducks were low. In late October and early 
November there were several reports of small flocks 
of snow geese on Long Island. At Jones Beach on 
Nov. 29, 3 snow geese and 3 blue geese were seen 
(Elliott). Seventy-five brant were observed flying 
over the Kittatinny Mountains in Sussex County, 
New Jersey (Brown). It was a very surprising ex- 
perience to find this species so far inland. 

Birds of prey. — Although Long Island is not in 
the general flight line of migrating hawks, the 
numbers were even less than usual. Buteos were 
particularly scarce as were duck hawks also. Over 
the ridges in western New Jersey the hawk flight 
was the poorest ever recorded. A golden eagle was 
seen at Raccoon Ridge, N. J., Oct. 26 (Potter, 
Ward). On Get. 19, a goshawk was observed at 
Ramsey, N. J. (Dater); and on Oct. 22, a Swain- 
son’s hawk at Oradell, N. J. (C. K. Nichols). The 
latter bird was seen at close range as it circled low. 

Shorebirds. —On the whole the shorebird flight 
was good although there were but few reports of 


or 








those birds whose normal line of migration lies to 
the west of us. Baird’s and white-rumped = sand- 
Wilson's phalaropes were rarely re- 
corded, while marbled godwits were almost  un- 
known. \ late piping plover appeared at Idlewild, 
Oct. 19, and a Hudsonian godwit at Moriches Inlet, 
Oct. 13 to 18. ‘Phere were several reports of buff- 
breasted sandpipers from Long Island. A] ruff was 
seen at Aug. 1 and 2 (Wilcox, Elliott) 
and 1 at Jones Beach, Sept. 28 (Bull, Mayer, Rose) . 
\ purple sandpiper 
iniet, N.. J... Nov. 16 


pipers, and 


Moriches, 
Was reported at) Manasquan 
(Brown, Edwards) . 

Gulls and terns. —"Vhe black-backed gull 
marked increase in numbers. .\ 
Kumilien’s gull was reported at Jones Beach, Sept. 
14 to 20 (Bull, Maver), and a black-headed gull in 
the Narrows, Nov. 15 and 16 (Sedwitz). “Phere was 
a heavy flight of common and black terns at Jones 
Beach on Sept. 27, and were seen after 
that date. One hundred black skimmers were ob- 
served at Moriches on Oct. 13. 

Land birds. —‘Vhe unusual character of the land 
bird migration may have been correlated with the 
long period of warm weather which lasted through- 
out the normal time of migration. 


ereal 
seems to show a 


very. few 


Phe migrants 
were late in arrival and they also established some 
The uniform 
conditions seemed to produce a uniform flow of 
migrants, which prebably accounts for the general 
belief that migration was poor and_ birds. scarce. 
With the arrival of cool fronts from the northwest 
on Oct. 9 and again on Oct. 24 there were definite 
migration waves in Central Park (J. ‘T. Nichols) . 
Chimnev  swilts about on schedule, with a 
heavy flight Fort Tryon, Aug. 30 
(Gilbert). American pipits were very numerous in 


new records tor delayed departure. 


were 
recorded at 


late October. One blue-gray gnatcatcher was seen 
at Lawrence, L. I., Sept. 24 (Mayer). A cerulean 
warbler appeared in Brooklyn, Sept. 28 (Jacobson, 
Sedwitz). Some relatively late recorded for 
migratory warbler. In- 
wood Park, Nov. 9 (Tiffany) ; black and white warb- 
ler, Scarsdale, Nov. 23° (Wolff); magnolia warbler, 
Plainfield, N. J., Nov. 20 (Hunn); black-throated 
green warbler, Baldwin, L. I., Nov. 22. (E. Morgan) ; 
prairie warbler, Massapequa, L. I., Nov. 9 and 10 
(Elliott); and palm warbler, Gilgo, Nov. 23  (Sed- 
witz and others). \ summer tanager was at Point 
Lookout, L. I., Oct. 19 (Ryan, Sutton); and snow 
buntings at Moriches, Oct. 18 (C. K. Nichols). 
increasing on Island and 
there are fall reports from a number of points. 
Lincoln's sparrows, which were relatively abundant 


dlates 


warblers were: “Tennessee 


Cardinals are Long 


in the spring migration, were almost 
this fall. 

Rarities. \ fork-tailed flycatcher was reported at 
Heckscher State Park, L. I., Sept. 23° (Eckelberry) . 
black-billed magpies appeared at Bedford 
Village, N. Y., Nov. 21. These two birds have been 
making daily visits to a feeding station of J. Mever 
since early September (C. K. and Mabel M. Nichols) . 
\ wheatear was recorded at Peekskill, N.Y., Nov. 15 


unreported 


Iwo 


(Cruickshank). clay-colored sparrow was identi 
fied at Gilgo, Oct. 19 (Jacobson and others) . 
Eskimo curlew. 
of a_ bird 
sept. 7; at 


\ very interesting report is that 
observed by Newbold L. Herrick on 

Cedarhurst, L. I. Mr. Herrick is 
an ardent sportsman and for the past 60 years has 
heen shooting over the marshes of southern Long 
Island. In the 1890s the Eskimo curlew, although 
rather rare, was not infrequently seen along the 
south shore and Mr. Herrick was quite familiar 
with the bird. His latest letter, describing the above 
bird Eskimo 
curlew includes the following: “Roughly speaking, 


recorded which he identified as an 
its size and wing spread is scarcely two-thirds that 
of the average Jack Curlew, the bill was distinctly 
shorter, its body conformation lighter and its note 
was a very gentle sound, less harsh than its larger 
relative. I boat, it circled 
several times and T had an excellent opportunity to 


whistled it close to my 


observe its flight, coloration of plumage which was 
distinct!y mouse-gray, much lighter than the vary- 
ing shades of tobacco-brown usually found on the 
Jack Curlew. Moreover, it was very gentle and tame, 
— CHARLES kK. 
Natural History, 


which is Eskimo.” 
NICHOLS, American 


New York 24, N. Y. 


typical of the 
Museum of 


PHILADELPHIA REGION. 


conditions were normal. October was 


September weather 
abnormally 
hot and dry. Forest fires were prevalent due to 









drought. Winds were 
e @ ReAniNG mostly south and east. 
aS eee November had about 


PrHiLa normal rain and north- 


west winds. 
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Atlantic 


Pelagic migrants. — 
Corv’s shearwater was 
common off the Cape 


May, \. J. coast in late 











eae : 
/ i DEL \ugust, with 50° seen, 
f Aug. 24 (P. Street); 2 
Wilson's) petrels | were 


observed off Tuckerton, N.J., July 26 (Reimann). 
\ Leach’s petrel was seen at House, N. J. 


Sept. 1, following a northeast storm (Corn). Para- 


Fish 


sitic Jaegers were observed almost daily in the rips 
at Cape May Point, N. J.. from Sept. 19 to the 
end of October (Northwood) . 
seen Oct. 12. A dovekie was found covered with oil 
on the Avalon, N. J.. beach, Nov. 21 
(Mrs. Neilson). 

Northwood 


\s many as 5 were 


and identified 
by Henry Fox 
made several counts of 
herons coming to roost at Stone Harbor, N. J. On 
Sept. 6 about 100, and 
cerets and little blue herons with 3 Louisiana herons 
The 


highest count was made on Sept. 27, of 408 Ameri- 


Herons. 


mostly American SNOW, 


and | yvellow-crowned night heron, came in. 


can and snowy egrets and L416 black-crowned night 

herons. 
Walerfowl. - 

quently from Oct. 12 into November. 


Canada geese were reported fre- 


Flocks varied 





in size from a few to 100 birds. ‘Two snow geese 
and 70 Canada geese were observed at Bombay 
Hook, Del., Nov. Il. ‘wo hundred snow geese 
were seen over Brooklawn, N. J., Nov. 22. (Manners) . 
In early November, ducks were more numerous in 
the Delaware River below Philadelphia than last 
fall. About 12,000 were counted, mostly black 
ducks and pintails, Nov. 16 (Coman and Potter) . 
\mong these was a surprising number of ruddy 
ducks (about 3500). Ducks at Bombay Hook 
Refuge, Del., have not equaled the numbers of last 
fall. The usual species, such as gadwall, green- 
winged teal, blue-winged teal, shoveller, baldpate, 
black duck and ruddy duck, have been present. ‘The 
gadwall, which is a rare duck in southern New 
Jersey, strangely enough ranks among the more 
common on the other side of Delaware Bay at the 
Bombay Hook Refuge. The comparatively few 
wood ducks seen include: 4, Cape May, N. J., Oct. 
19 (Northwood); 6, Paulsboro, N. J., Sept. 26 
(Middleton). An unusual number of Florida 
gallinules (14 in one place) was seen at Paradise, 
N. J., on Sept. 26 (Middleton) . 

Birds of prey.— The high count of migrating 
turkey vultures at Cape May, N. J., was made Oct. 
22, when 84 were seen (Northwood). Two black 
vultures were seen at Gettysburg, Pa., Nov. 25 
(Weirick). The hawk flight at Hawk Mt., Pa., was 
very poor this fall due in part to the calm, summer- 
like weather during October. ‘The most noteworths 
flight occurred, Nov. 12. when many red-tailed 
hawks and 12 golden cagles passed the lookout 
point. Northwood reported many good flights of 
sharp-shinned, Cooper's and pigeon hawks at Cape 
May, N. J., during September. The best flight was 
on Sept. 26, with the wind northwest. Ten bald 
cagles were noted there, Sept. 25, and 4 duck hawks, 
Oct. 25. A golden eagle was seen over Camden, 
N. J., Oct. 4 (Corn). ‘Two rough-legged hawks were 
noted at Bombay Hook, Del., Nov. 11. 

Shorebirds. —Vhe fall migration of shore birds, 
both inland and along the coast. was of outstanding 
interest. No less than 23 species of these birds were 
seen this fall, mostly along the Delaware River, a 
few miles below Philadelphia. Some of the more 
noteworthy of these records were: golden plover, 1, 
Sept. I4. and 1, Oct. 21, Cape May, N. J. (North- 
Sept. 30, Holgate, N. J. (Evnon), 14, 
Sept. 22, near Westville, N. J. (Manners); 1 ruddy 
turnstone (uncommon inland), Oct. 26; pectoral 
sandpiper, 30, Oct. 
8, Oct. 18; — stilt 


wood), 1, 


5; white-rumped sand piper, 
sandpiper, 25, Sept. 28; 
western sandpiper, 100, Sept. 27; sanderling (un- 
Sept. 21. (ALL at) Westville, 
Other noteworthy shorebird 


common inland), 4, 
N.J., by Manners) . 
records were: solitary sandpiper, 21, Sept. 17; lesser 
Sept. 28, at Haddon Hts., N. J. 
Hudsonian curlew. 3, 


yvellow-legs, 175, 


(McLaughlin) ; Tinicum, Pa., 


Sept. 14 (McDonald) ; Wilson’s phalarope. 3. Oct. 4. 
Paradise, N.J. (Manners), 1, Sept. 27, Haddon 
Hts.. N.J. (McLaughlin), and 1. ‘Vinicum, Pa., 


Oct. 8 (Mathews); Baird’s sandpipers, 3, Sept. 22, 
Paradise, N. J. (Coman and Reimann); willet, 40, 
Holgate, N.J., Sept. 7 (Corn); marbled godwit, 
1, Holgate, N. J., Sept. 13° (McNeill, et al), 5, Sept. 
13, Holgate, N. J. (Linton, Nicholson) , 1, Barnegat 
City, N. J.. Sept. 7 (FP. M. Archer, Jr.) . 4, Sept. 30, 
Holgate, N. J. (Evnon, Brown), 2, Stone Harbor, 
N. J.. Sept. | (Kramer, Reigner). Five Hudsonian 
godwits frequented Bombay Hook Refuge, Del.. 
the latter part of October. One of these was still 
present, Nov. 9 (numerous observers) . “Two avocets 
were present at Lake Ontelaunee, near Reading, 
Pa., in late October. ‘Two were also seen at Bombay 
Hook, Del., during the same period. One of these 
was still present, Nov. 30 (numerous observers) . 

Land birds.— At Cape May, N. J., Northwood 
recorded the following: eastern kingbird, 50, Sept. 5; 
Arkansas kingbird, 1, Sept. 14; tree swallow, many 
thousands passing all day on Sept. 13; red-breasted 
nuthatch, almost absent, only 1 noted, Oct. 22. 
American pipits have been abundant this fall. 
Flocks up to 100 have been reported frequently. 
Records of particular interest were: a late black- 
poll warbler seen at Glenolden, Pa., Nov. 1 (Gilles- 
pie); a blue grosbeak, Cape May, N.J., Oct. 5 
(Kramer, et al), and another near Riverside, N. J., 
Oct. 5 (Haines); a lark sparrow, Aug. 30, at Cape 
May Point, N.J. (E. Y. and Q. Kramer); and a 
white-crowned sparrow by the same persons at the 
same place on Oct. 13. A good migration of bobo- 
links occurred along the Delaware River, 5000 
estimated in 2 wild rice marshes below Camden, 
N. ]., Sept. 14 (Potter). 

Corrections. —In_ the September 1947 issue of 
Audubon Field Notes, page 174, substitute Lawr- 
enceville, N. ]., for Lambertville, N. J., as the place 
where the Kentucky warbler nest was found. On 
the same page delete the white pelican record as 
it apparently was misidentified. JULIAN K. Porrer, 
137 Park Ave., Collingswood, N. J. 


CAROLINA REGION.— Temperatures were a little 
above normal for most of the period, with an ex- 
cess of about 12 irches of rainfall. Charlotte, N.C., 

had the wettest 
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stub-tailed 
young robins and young cardinals awing. Near St. 
Stephens, S. C., Stewart found a deserted bob-white’s 
nest with 21 eggs. ‘The condition of the embryos 
indicated the nest had been deserted 7 to 10 days. 


\t Murphy Island, Santee River, S.C., Harold Peters 








flew within 100 feet of an adult bald eagle on its 
nest in a pine, without disturbing the bird. 
Migration. — Dates of arrival and departure for 
part were normal, although somewhat 
late in departing were 40 immature white ibises at 
Charleston, Oct. 13°) (E. Manigault), and chimney 
swifts on Oct. 29 (R). Among winter arrivals, a 
Holboell’s grebe noted at Back Bay, Va. (E. B. 
Chamberlain, Jr.) on Nov. 25, was early, as were a 
number of Canada reported in Chester 
County, S. C., on Sept. 23. Generally speaking, ar- 
rival dates for waterfowl, hawks, gulls, and most 
land birds were normal. Movements of transients 
were also mostly on schedule, although 3 gull-billed 
terns at Charleston, Sept. 19 (Mosimann, Rabb, 
Seebeck) were 3 weeks later than the previous 
extreme. Noteworthy on the coast were Cape May 
Back Bay, Va., Sept. 27 (1), 
Oct. 14 (1). Late records at 
were 2 olive-backed thrushes 
on Nov. 16 (studied at close range by Mr. and 
Mrs. C. Appleberry, et al). 
Abundance. — Common and_ red-throated loons 
appeared scarce. Among waterfowl at Back Bay 
Refuge, Va. (E.B.C.Jr.) were: 30,000 Canada geese, 
on Oct. 29; 3000 snow geese, Nov. 26; 500 whistling 
swans, Nov. 24; 4000 baldpates, Oct. 29; 3000 ring- 
necked ducks, Nov. 26; 1000 ruddy ducks, Nov. 29; 
2500 scaup, Nov. 17 (less common earlier in Novem- 
ber). At Cape Romain Refuge, Santee River, 
Baldwin considered a scaup flight of Nov. 10 to 11 
the largest he had seen, with thousands of birds 
passing. Below Romain, at nearby Breach Inlet, 
von Kolnitz estimated that thousands of scaup 
passed on the morning of Nov. 11. The total flight 
estimated, but it 


the most 


geese 


warbler records at 
Sept. 29 (3), and 
Wilmington, N. C., 


cannot be exceeded 
30,000. 


and since Peters found only 30,000 birds along the 


probably 
These birds obviously by-passed Back Bay, 


South Carolina coast in late November, the major- 
itv must have gone on south. 

Behavior. — At Lumberton, in early September, 
Rabb noted the following feeding on figs: brown 
thrasher, wood thrush, mockingbird, catbird, sum- 
mer tanager, blue jay, cardinal, starling, English 
sparrow, robin, ruby-throated hummingbird, parula 
warbler, and red-winged blackbird. At Charleston, 
mockingbirds were singing quite steadily on Sept. 3, 
after an almost complete layoff during August. At 
Lumberton airport, Sept. 1, 7 mockingbirds were 
“playing follow-the-leader, raising wings, and occa- 
sionally pairing off for a one or two-step dance” 
(R). A loggerhead shrike was noted singing at 
Charleston, Oct. 15, and on Oct. 11, a sparrow hawk 
points on and 
wires by a gang made up of a loggerhead shrike, 
2 blue jays, and 2 mockingbirds. Again, on Dec. 2, 
a loggerhead shrike chased a sparrow hawk away 
from his territory. 

Rarities. —On Aug. 4, J. B. Shuler, Jr., and H. 
Kennon saw a gray kingbird at Cape Romain 
Refuge. On 3 later visits, to Sept. 8, Kennon saw 


was chased from vantage poles 


1 or 2 of these birds each trip to the same area. 
On Sept. 25, 8 miles east of s.C.. (6 
miles inland), D. B. found a live sooty 
tern, after a blow. ‘The bird was examined by E. 
B. Chamberlain and A. Sprunt, Jr. On Oct. 15, on 
the Charleston waterfront, Seebeck saw a Wilson’s 
petrel (over a month later than the former extreme 
date) . 


Florence, 
Boswell 


\ white pelican was noted at Charleston, 
Oct. 13 (W. OW. 


Humphreys), and another (pos- 
sibly the same) bird was seen, Nov. 8 (1.S.H.Met- 
calf), Nov. 11 (E.B.C.),. and Nov. 12 (R & 8). At 


Kinlock Club, Santee River, Peters saw 2 immature 
Charleston, .\. Sprunt, IV, re- 
ported a large white-winged gull. 
collected on Nov. 25 (E.B.C.) and proved, as sus- 


swans, Nov. 17; at 
This bird was 


pected, to be a glaucous gull, the first ever taken 
in South Carolina. On Nov. 28, at Bull's Island, 
a European teal was seen by A. Sprunt, Jr., Carl 
Buchheister, et al. 

SECTION. — Late 
sparrows were feeding young in the nest 30 feet up 
in a pine, Aug. 9, and young bluebirds left a nest 
Aug. 20, Lexington Co., 8. C. (Mrs. G. E. Charles) : 
a tufted titmouse was feeding young at Raleigh, 
Oct. 26 (Hon and McCulloch) . 

Migration. — Departing dates Mrs. 
G. E. Charles for Columbia, S.C., except as noted) 
were: orchard oriole, Aug 7; purple martin, Aug. 
14; summer tanager, Sept. 8; flycatcher, 
Sept. 17; ruby-throated hummingbird, Sept. 28; 
blue grosbeak, Oct. 5 (Mrs. Faver); wood thrush, 
Oct. 9; indigo bunting, Oct. 16 (Mrs. Favis) ; wood 
pewee, Oct. 26; chimney swift, Oct. 28. Dates of 
first observations by Mrs. G. E. Charles at Columbia, 
S.C., were: eastern phoebe, Sept. 27; 
sparrow, Oct. 17; Oct. 24; 
sparrow, Oct. 26; Nov. 4; 


warbler, Oct. 14; goldfinch, Oct. 17; 


INTERIOR 


Breeding. — Chipping 


(reported by 


crested 


white-throated 
cedar waxwing, 
hermit 


song 
thrush, myrtle 
yellow-bellied 
sapsucker, Oct. 25; Junco, Oct. 31; brown creeper, 
Nov. 16; ruby-crowned kinglet, Oct. 22; rusty black- 
bird, Nov. 9 (Mrs. B. S. Meeks) . 

Waterfowl.— The following observed: 
whistling swan, Oct. 26 and 4 others Nov. 18 to 23, 
Raleigh, N.C.; blue-winged teal and = ring-necked 
duck, Oct. 26, Raleigh, N.C. (Hon and McGulloch) ; 
pintail, Nov. 16, S.C, (Mrs. G. E. 
Charles) ; canvas-back (1). buflle-head (5), ruddy 
duck (2) and coot (2), Nov. 30 to Dec. 9, on a 


were 


Columbia, 


small lake 6 miles cast of Charlotte, N.C. (Layton, 
Moon and B. R. Chamberlain) ; white-winged scoter 
(1), Nov. 18 and 23, Raleigh, N.C. (Hon and 


McCulloch) ; hooded merganser (1) Nov. 30, Char- 


lotte, N.C. (Layton, Moon and B. R. Chamber- 
lain); coot, Nov. 9, Columbia, S. C. (Mrs. G. E. 
Charles) and Nov. 30, Charlotte (Layton, Moon 


and Chamberlain) . 

Rails and shorebirds. — \ Virginia rail was seen 
Oct. 4. at Charlotte, and a Wilson’s snipe was re- 
corded, Oct. 22, at Charlotte Moon and 
Chamberlain) . 

Birds of prey. 


(Layton, 


-.An osprey was seen, Nov. 9, at 


Columbia (Mrs. B. S. Meeks). A duck hawk was 
observed at Raleigh, Oct. 26 (Hon).—E. B. CHam- 
BERLAIN, Charleston Museum, Charleston, S. C., and 
B. R. CHAMBERLAIN, Charlotte, N. C. 


PENSACOLA (FLA.) REGION. — Temperatures 
for August through mid-November were above 
normal, delaying or retarding the migratory move- 








- ment of many species. 
Pensacola region) -. ; ae 
Pad The first light frost to 
orrcia ms e 
,-------—--| reach this coast came on 
November 27. Rainfall 
was normal in August, 


far in excess for Septem- 
ber, 40°% deficient in 
October and four times 
normal in November. At 
the close of the period, 
ponds and streams were 
full. A tropical hurricane 
passed south = of 
Sept. 19, bringing average wind 
velocities of 61 m.p.h., with gusts up to 91 m.p.h. 

Hurricane. — Notes on the effects of a hurricane 
on bird life should be made on the Gulf beach 
immediately after the wind subsides. However, the 
local observer is never able to avail himself of this 
optimum condition as all our beaches are on islands 
and narrow peninsulas where land approach is 
always cut off by wash-outs and bridge damage, 
while boats are never available. On Sept. 20, when 
some beaches again became accessible, laughing 
gulls, common, Forster’s and royal terns and black 
skimmers were found to be more abundant 
noted. Possibly 
augmented by refugees from 











close 
Pensacola on 


than 
numbers were 
the harder hit coasts 
of Alabama and Mississippi. Man-o’-war birds, al- 
Ways present after a hurricane, appeared in small 
numbers and stayed for several days. An injured 
sooty tern (only the third to be recorded in 30 
years) was found (E. J. Koestner). A banded im- 
mature common tern, brought in by G. W. Weston, 
was found to have been banded on July 4, 1947, 
at Inlet Island, Moriches Bay, L. I., N. Y. In the 
city at the height of the hurricane, only a few 
birds were seen, but their behavior was interesting. 
Mockingbirds and brown thrashers were noted 
feeding on a lawn in the lee of shrubbery. A 
mourning dove was seen flying, headed 


ever before their 


into the 
wind below housetop level, partly sheltered by 
buildings. It was able to hold its own against 
gusts and make some headway during lulls. Black 
terns were watched flying above the tree tops and 
drifting helplessly before the wind, although head- 
ing into it and flying vigorously. 

Method of recording migration.— My custom of 
reporting extreme dates of migration calls for 
justification in light of recent comment on_ this 
practice as being meaningless for the country as 


a whole. Here on the Gulf coast, most migrants 


pass over unseen in all but adverse flying weather. 
Observers in this region, therefore, acquire only 
a spotty picture of any one migration. On the 
other hand, midcountry observers conceivably can 
obtain a complete picture of each migration as 


soon as it is over, and can set aside “straggler” 
dates as superfluous. Here, some of our extreme 
dates undoubtedly represent the movement of 


stragglers, but we have no way of knowing it. 
I have recorded “first arrivals,” here in spring, on 
dates that afterward proved to be later than the 
bulk arrival date of the same species at some 
point much farther north. My only recourse, then, 
is to report first arrivals and last departures as 
they come to my attention, hoping that they may 
fit into the over-all picture over a number of years; 
or that they may be correlated with inland dates 
for the same species in the season in which actually 
reported. 

Loons and grebes. — Common loons first appeared 
on Nov. 1, and became abundant by mid-November. 
The first horned grebe was seen on Nov. 20 (Mrs. 
J. F. Wernicke). Migratory movement of the pied- 
billed grebe, a rare breeder, was indicated by the 
appearance of 4 birds in a roadside pond, Sept. 21. 

Herons and ibises.— Louisiana and green herons 
were last seen on Oct. 19, and yellow-crowned night 
herons, Oct. 21. White ibises (not definitely known 
to nest locally) were commoner than usual in 
eastward, coastwise flight, the last flock being seen 
on Oct. 10. 

Waterfow/. — Continuous warm weather delayed 
the mass movement of ducks and geese until Nov. 
9, On that date, the greatest flight of ducks that I 
have scen in 20 years passed over and along the 
coast, on their way westward toward the Louisiana 
marshes. Over the Bay, the Sound, the Gulf 
beaches and far out at sea, there was a continuous 
procession of flocks of ducks. Fishermen reported 
this condition even as far out as 10 miles off shore. 
Looking seaward from a point on the Gulf beach, 
observers had 6 or more large flocks in view at all 
times. The distant flocks looked like wisps of smoke 
on the horizon. It was impossible to estimate num- 
bers, for the flight occupied so wide a belt that 
it could not be covered by our small group of ob- 
servers. It can only be stated that many thousands 
of ducks passed that day, and a good showing was 
made on the next 2 days. Of the flocks that passed 
near enough for species identification, the lesser 
many times out-numbered all the others 
combined. Other species identified were: mallard, 
several flocks; shoveller, 1 flock and probably more; 
gadwall, a few; red-breasted merganser, a few. Later 
migrating and rare species included: ring-necked 
duck, Nov. 16; American golden-eye, Nov. 23; and 
canvas-back (very rare), buffle-head and hooded 
Dec. 7. There was said to have been 
a good flight of geese this season, but few were 
seen by qualified observers. I find that the casual 


scaup 


merganser, 








observer makes no distinction, by day, between 
dark and cormorants, between snow geese 
and white ibis, nor, by night, between clamoring 
geese and squawking night herons. Therefore, re- 
ports of early occurrence, or of seeming abundance 
of geese must be discounted unless made by ob- 
known to be familiar 


geese 


servers very with the con- 
fusing species. 
Birds of prey.— The sharp-shinned hawk was 


first seen on Sept. 22; pigeon hawk, Sept. 23; marsh 
hawk, Sept. 24; and duck hawk, Sept. 27 (A. Shep- 
pard) . 
able hawk flight, such as has been reported from 
On Sept. 28, 
a part count and part estimate of the hawks seen 
in the forenoon totalled as follows: red-shouldered, 
150; Cooper’s hawk, 100; sharp-shinned hawk, 50; 
osprey, 6; bald eagle, 5; and broad-winged, pigeon 
and hawks, 1 each. A few of several of 
these species were seen on succeeding days, until 
Oct. 12, when there was a flight of 20 accipiters 
(too far for positive separation into species) and 
20 red-shouldered hawks. The broad-winged hawk 
of Sept. 28, was the last of that species seen this 
season. The seldom seen after Nov. 24, 
was still present on Dec. 7. It may winter. 

Rails and coots. — Pensacola Bay bridge, described 
in recent years as having caused many fall migra- 
tion casualties, yielded the first sora of the season 
on Aug. 31; Virginia rail, Sept. 5 (earliest ever 
recorded in this region); and king rail, Oct. 11. 
Soras were found again on Sept. 16 and 24, and 
Oct. 7 and 15; and Virginia rails on Sept. 16, 17 
and 28, and Oct. 15. The first coot (not a bridge 
casualty) was seen on Sept. 21. 

Shorebirds.— This region provides no extensive 
mud-flats to attract transient waders. Even the 
sand beaches are narrow. Still, the mid-July flight 
of the shorebirds, 20 years ago, was an item of 
great interest. For the past 10 or 12 years, the 
flight has become progressively poorer, until this 
year it was almost negligible both in number of 
individuals and in variety of species. Arrival dates 
included: piping plover, spotted sandpiper, lesser 
yellow-legs and sandpiper, July 19; semi- 
palmated plover and western sandpiper, July 20; 
pectoral sandpiper, July 23; sanderling, Aug. 2; 
black-bellied plover, ruddy turnstone and dowit- 
cher, Aug. 6 (C. J. Kahn); and solitary sandpiper 
(not on the beach), Aug. 9. The semipalmated 
sandpiper, usually the most abundant member of 
this flight, did not appear until September, and 
then only in small numbers and for a short stay. 
Of the normally later migrants, Wilson’s snipe 
was first seen on Oct. 18, red-backed sandpiper on 
Oct. 29, and killdeer on Oct. 31. Of departing 
summer residents and transients, the last seen were: 
Wilson’s plover, Aug. 24; spotted sandpiper, Sept. 
28; solitary sandpiper, Oct. 18; and semipalmated 
plover, Oct. 29. 

Gulls and terns.— Herring gulls first appeared 


These proved to be forerunners of a not- 


this region for the past few years. 


S} ATTOW 


osprey, 


least 


10 


on Sept. 28, and ring-billed gulls on Oct. 5 (both 
normal arrival dates). ‘The herring gulls soon in- 
creased to their normal abundance, but the ring- 


billed, usually our commonest winter gull, was 
still inexplicably rare, Dec. 14. The least tern, 
which is an abundant breeder, was last seen on 
Aug. 24. The black tern, an abundant summer 


which does not breed, was last re- 
corded, Sept. 28; and Cabot’s tern, a common tran- 
sient and rare’ summer resident, departed Oct. 15. 

Cuckoos through wood peckers. — The first yellow- 
bellied sapsucker was reported on Oct. 10 (Mrs. 
Wernicke). Nighthawks present in small 
numbers to Oct. 12; ruby-throated hummingbird 
to Oct. 31 (Mrs. Whigham); and yellow-billed 
cuckoo to Nov. 2 (late). The warm and 
the lack of need for fires in the roosting chimneys 


resident, but 


were 


season 


seemed to have prolonged the stay of the chimney 
swift. The mid-October swarms of these birds ap- 
peared as usual and passed on; but a surprising 
number of birds found hunting still good and 
lingered. A count (part estimate) at a large chim- 
ney on Nov. 1 yielded a total of 320 birds; 20 were 


still present on Nov. 5—the greatest number I 
have ever seen so late in the year. 

Passerine species. — Arrival dates (normal or a 
little late) included: prairie warbler, July 20 


(Mrs. Wernicke) ; yellow warbler, July 27; redstart, 
Aug. 4 (Kahn); black and white warbler, Aug. 9 
(Kahn); barn swallow, Aug. 10; northern water- 
thrush, Aug. 31; oven-bird, Sept. 6; bank swallow 
(rare), Sept. 10; tree swallow, Sept. 14; black- 
throated green warbler, Sept. 26 (Koestner) ; house 
wren, Olive-backed thrush, ‘Tennessee and magnolia 
warblers, Oct. 1; eastern phoebe and Bewick’s wren 
(rare) Oct. 8; ruby-crowned kinglet, Oct. 9 (Mrs. 
Whigham); myrtle warbler (Miss Pate) and 
white-throated sparrow (Mrs. Whigham) , Oct. 12; 
swamp sparrow, Oct. 18; Savannah sparrow, Oct. 
19; dickcissel (very rare) , Oct. 23. (Mrs. Whigham) ; 
robin, orange-crowned warbler (Miss Pate) and 
chipping sparrow, Oct. 26; golden-crowned king- 
let, Nov. 1 (Mrs. Whigham) ; song sparrow, Nov. 2; 
blue-headed vireo and goldfinch, Nov. 14 (Mrs. 
Whigham) ; vesper sparrow, Nov. 24 (Miss Pate) ; 
cedar waxwing, Nov. 25 (Mrs. Wernicke); and 
purple finch (rare), Nov. 30 (Mrs. Whigham) . 
Departure dates, later than ever before recorded, 
were orchard oriole, Sept. 14; worm-eating warbler 
(rare), Oct. 1; hooded warbler, Nov. 6; and_ black- 
The barn swal- 
still common, 
was present in small 


throated green warbler, Nov. 9. 
often in November, was 
Nov. 16 (Miss Pate), and 
numbers until Nov. 23. Other departure dates 
(normal or a little late) included: crested  fly- 
catcher, Sept. 21; eastern kingbird, Sept. 29 (Mrs. 
Wernicke) ; yellow warbler, Oct. 15; wood pewee, 
red-eyed vireo, oven-bird, northern water-thrush 
and redstart, Oct. 22; parula warbler and summer 
tanager, Oct. 26; magnolia warbler, Oct. 29; and 
indigo bunting, Nov. 1. 


low, seen 


Rarities. — Three additions to the local list were: 
a lark sparrow, seen on Sept. 14; 2 cinnamon teal, 
resting on the beach with a flock of blue-winged, 
Oct. 19; and a white-winged dove, Nov. 2. White 
pelicans in eastward migration were unusually 
numerous — 2 birds on Oct. 12, and flocks of from 
25 to 60 on Oct. 18 and 29, and Nov. 1 and 16. 
A slate-colored junco, the first in several years, 
was reported seen at Century on Nov. 14 (Mrs. A. 
L. Whigham). A flock of 14 sandhill cranes was 
seen in southern Alabama, 27 miles west of Pen- 
sacola, Nov. 30. A family group of robins (2 adults 
and 2 spotted-breasted young) was seen in the city 
on Aug. 22, 2 weeks after having been first reported 
(Miss Pate). Migrating robins appear here regu- 
larly late in October, although no definite records 
of their breeding in the immediate vicinity of the 
city have yet been established. However, it is 
known that the robin has been extending its breed- 
ing range southward in Alabama for the past 20 
years until now a few are definitely known to nest 
every year less than 80 miles north of Pensacola. 
The above record of spotted-breasted young occur- 
ring in Pensacola in August leads one to suspect that 
a few may nest even closer to this city. — Francis M. 
Weston, 2006 E. Jordan St., Pensacola, Fla. 


OHIO-MICHIGAN REGION.— The remarkable 
feature of the fall was the mild weather of October, 
the warmest for this month in history. However, 
the balmy days of mid- 
autumn were preceded 
by a and un- 
usually early frost in 
the last week of Sep- 
tember and were fol- 


% 


severe 





v e 

x lowed by chilly wea- 

~ ther in November, 
with snow and_tem- 


peratures close to zero 
in northern Ohio at 
the end of the month. 

Effect of weather. — 
The pleasant days of 
October allowed many 
trees to remain in leaf 
and many insects to 
than usual. As might 
conditions, some 
early fall migrants, which arrived on schedule for 
the most part, lingered for several weeks. For ex- 
ample, Claugus at Lakeville, in north-central Ohio, 
counted 12 species of warblers on Oct. 12. Kahl 
at Ashland, in the same area, listed a number of 
stragglers including the tollowing, which are all 
more than a month after their normal departure 
dates: house wren on Nov. 9, catbird on Nov. 23, 
and Baltimore Oriole on Nov. 2. Other extremely 
late records were rough-winged swallow (5) on 
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remain much later 


active 
have been expected from these 


Oct. 7, near Toledo (Van Camp); and palm warb- 
ler (2) near Cincinnati, on Dec. 7 (Spencer, Sloane) . 

Waterfowl. — The duck flight in this region was 
about like that of last year, except that, of the 
common species, the lesser scaup and black duck 
seem somewhat reduced from last year. The Canada 
goose flight was encouraging —a maximum of 4000 
noted by Pirnie in October near Battle Creek. On 
the other hand, blue and snow geese were seen 
only in a few scattered locations this season. This 
is typical ef the status of blue and snow geese in 
the region. Only occasionally, as in the fall of 
1945, are these species common. Horned grebes, 
fairly common in the Lake Erie region in most 
autumns, were rare this year. 

Herons. —It is of interest that the 3 reports for 
the snowy: egret all came in the third week of 
September, when these post-breeding wanderers 
should be leaving the region. Records of this 
species were: 4 on the Toussaint River near Toledo 
on Sept. 14, and 21 (Nessle and others); 1 at Ash- 
land, Ohio, on Sept. 14 (Kahl); and | in the south- 
eastern corner of Michigan on'Sept. 21 (Mayfield) . 
The little blue heron, a fairly regular visitor in 
small numbers, was seen at | few locations away 
from Lake Erie this year: Wingfoot Lake, near 
Akron on Aug. 24 (Lieftinck, Smith), and the Big 
Miami riv¢r near Cincinnati on Sept. 8 (Maslow- 
ski). In the Lake Erie region the maximum count 
was 9 on Aug. 23 in the Erie marsh, Monroe 
County, Mich. An American egret near Toledo, 
Ohio, on Noy. 23, was exceedingly late (Stearns) . 

Land birds. — Numerous fall records for the snow 
bunting and Lapland longspur in Michigan and 
Northern Ohio suggest the possibility of a good 
winter flight of open-field birds. On the other 
hand, purple finches and pine siskins are abnorm- 
ally scarce|so far, and the fall movement of hawks 
was most Ulisappointing. 


Rarvities.—'Vhe most remarkable occurrence of 
the season was that of an .mmature gannet at 
Cleveland on Dec. 6 (Klein, Hill, Skaggs, and 


others). There are only a few previous records 
of the gannet in Ohio and Michigan and none re- 
cently. .\ Holboell’s grebe was seen near Akron on 
Oct. 8 (Smith). Two white pelicans remained from 
Aug. 30 through September in Monroe County, 
Mich., and 1 was seen on the Kalamazoo River 
near Saugatuck, Mich., on Sept. 27 (Leach). A 
surf scoter was seen at Grosse Isle, south of De- 
troit, on Dec. 4 (O'Reilly). A golden eagle was 
examined closely on Nov. 29 in Algar County in 
the Upper Peninsula of Michigan (Fleugel). The 
sight of even 1 or 2 willets in the Lake Erie region 
is unusual, so a flock of 22 from Sept. 25 to Oct. 
17 in Monroe County, Mich.,’*is amazing (Mont- 
gomery). An immature Franklin’s gull at Winter- 
green Lake near Battle Creek on Oct. 12 (Whiting 
and Pirnie), is the more noteworthy since the 
(Continued on plage 14) 
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DISTRIBUTION OF NORTH AMERICAN BIRDS 
The Breeding Distribution of the Dickcissel 


John W. Aldrich 


HE accompanying map shows the position of 
"Twain at which the dickcissel, Spiza ameri- 
cana, has been recorded as breeding It was pre- 
pared by the writer from the U. S. Fish and Wild- 
life Service’s species distribution maps which are 
housed at the Patuxent Wildlife Research Refuge, 
Laurel, Md. A few additional localities have been 
added from the Service’s distribution card file to 
bring the map more nearly up-to-date. Also the 
appropriate symbols have been added to show the 
approximate abundance of the species where this 
information could be ascertained for any particular 
locality. 

The purpose of publishing this map as well as 
others which have appeared in this series, in the 
May and September 1947 issues of Audubon Field 
Notes, is to encourage readers to send in, to the 
Editor, data which will add to the information 
given here. A complete description of the type of 
information desired was published in the May 
1947 issue, page 122, and the September issue, page 
180, reprints of which will be supplied on request. 

An examination of the accompanying map dis- 
closes that the localities at which the dickcissel has 
been reported as a breeding bird are much more 
closely grouped in the interior portions of the 
country where tall, prairie grass formerly predomi- 
nated and now extensive farmlands constitute the 
predominating habitat. The distribution becomes 
more sparse both westward where the grasslands 
are more arid, and eastward where grasslands or 
their equivalent croplands are reduced in size or 
are replaced by forest. A knowledge of the nesting 
habitat selection of the dickcissel indicates that it 
is partial to the moister portions of grassy areas 
such as meadows, marsh borders or man-made 
habitats of low, densely growing crops like clover 
or alfalfa. There is evidence to show that the 
dickcissel has extended its range westward into 
the more arid sections, particularly in Colorado, 
since the practice of irrigation has made _ possible 
the growing of alfalfa. The extension of its 
breeding range into the regions cast of the natural 
prairie grasslands probably occurred subsequent to 
the clearing of the originally forested eastern 
states for agriculture. 

A remarkable feature of the distribution of the 
dickcissel, and one which lacks the obvious ex- 
planations of its range extensions, is its large scale 
retreat from regions along the Atlantic coast where 
it was formerly a common nesting species. In the 
middle of the nineteenth century it was reported to 
be common at many localities along the Atlantic 
Seaboard from Massachusetts southward. Before the 
turn of the century, however, it had largely dis- 
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appeared from the entire area and except for 
sporadic reappearances at scattered localities, it has 
failed to become reestablished since. It would in- 
deed be interesting to know what factors caused 
the disappearance of this bird from regions such 
as Massachusetts and the District of Columbia 
where naturalists of a former generation found 
it one of the commoner species. However, these 
early bird-watchers of the Atlantic states seem to 
be unanimous in their mystification over the dis- 
appearance of the dickcissel. 

Possibly an explanation may be _ discovered 
through a study of the relation of the dickcissel to 
its environment around the periphery of its 
present range, such as in Wisconsin and Ohio, where 
it seems to be subject to violent fluctuations in 
abundance. The reader is referred to an article by 
Richard D. Taber in the Passenger Pigeon for 
\pril 1947, on the fluctuation of distribution of 
the dickcissel in Wisconsin. Studies of this sort 
are recommended for the attention of our bird- 
watching readers to give more substance to their 
observations. Factors to be on the watch for as 
possibly correlated with the rise and fall of dick- 
cissel populations are changes in agricultural de- 
velopment and other land-management practices 
in any region, as well as marked climatic fluctua- 
tions resulting in periods of drought or excessive 
precipitation. An obvious way in which these fac- 
tors might operate would be through their effect 
on the preferred habitat of the dickcissel. ‘The 
first step, of course, would be to determine what 
the preferred habitat is by a population study. 
The next objective would be to determine whether 
there has been any change either in quantity or 
quality of the favored habitat coinciding with the 
change in abundance of the dickcissel in your area. 
This sort of study should be a real challenge to 
any bird student. Why not try it in your region? 

Notice to bibliographers. — The editors have been 
censured by some of their fellow ornithologists, and 
probably rightly so, for publishing the preceding 
distribution maps in this series, unsigned. For 
this reason the current contribution appears under 
definite authorship. In hopes of making partial 
amends for failure to indicate responsibility for 
the preceding maps this information is given here. 
The breeding distribution of the lark sparrow in 
the May 1947 issue was prepared by John W. 
Aldrich. ‘The map for the black skimmer in the 
same issue was prepared by Chandler S. Robbins. 
The winter distribution map of the red-crossbill, in 
the September 1947 issue, was compiled by Robbins, 
while the map of the fox sparrow in the same issue 
was the work of Robbins and Aldrich. — Ed. 
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(Ohio-Michigan region continued from page 11) 
other occurrences (all sight records) of this bird 
in Michigan have been on the shores of Lake Erie. 
Although the tern is common in the 
marshes at the western end of Lake Erie, it is 
seldom seen elsewhere in this region; therefore, a 
group of at least 4 Forster’s terns at Cleveland from 
Sept. 27 to Oct. 4 (Skaggs, Hill, and others) at- 


Forster’s 


tracted much attention locally. Other records of 
general interest were: mockingbird near Battle 
Creek, Mich., from Nov. 30 to Dec. 4 (Pirnie) ; 


western meadowlark near Jackson, Mich., on Sept. 
21 (Wolcott); sharp-tailed sparrow near Cleveland 
on Oct. 4 and 7 (Piskac, Morse, and Skaggs) ; 
Oregon junco near Akron on Nov. 8 (Lieftinck, 
Smith) .— HAROLD MAYFIELD, 2557 Portsmouth Ave., 
Toledo 12, Ohio. 


MIDDLE-WESTERN REGION. — The 


mally 


abnor- 
high temperatures registered during July 
and August moderated considerably in September, 
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and thereafter approximated the season's normal 
until the second week of November when _ sub- 
normal temperatures became the rule. Slight freezes 
occurring early in November became pronounced 
by the third week of the month and directly af- 
fected the movements of waterfowl. Precipitation 
was normal over most of the region, and above 
normal during October and November. Exceptions 
were reported in Iowa (Scott County) and Illinois 
(Springfield) , where semi-drought conditions pre- 
vailing in August and September drastically affected 


the local distribution of herons and migratory 
shorebirds. 
Herons and cormorants.— An apparent decrease 


in the number of herons was remarked by observers 
in Illinois and Iowa. American egrets, particularly, 
were absent in many areas where they 
were last year. Bartel reported 
Chicago area and only one 


rare or 
found in abundance 
none for the was seen 
at Lake Springfield. Hodges (Davenport, Ia.) 
visited many places where they were reported as 
common in recent years and found only a few in- 
dividuals. Limited rainfall and consequent reduc- 
tion of sloughs in Iowa during July and August 
is believed to account for the scarcity. The peak 
of the double-crested cormorant migration, with 
flocks estimated at 500 birds, was reported at 
Quincy, Ill., Oct. 19 (Musselman) . 


Waterfowl. — First occurrences of migratory water- 
fowl coincided with average dates, but larger 
flights and peaks were delayed for many species. 
Scattered reports indicate continued diminution of 
the duck population, and comparative abundance 
of geese. The following observations made in con- 
nection with official banding activities at the Or- 
land Wildlife Refuge (Illinois) Sept. 18 to Nov. 30 
(Paul Springer) are indicative of this season's 
waterfowl situation, and seem applicable over 
much of the region: Canada goose, Oct. 22 to 
Nov. 25, largest flock, Nov. 13 (250) ; 
Nov. 14 (12), Nov. 16 (15); 
(88), Nov. 14 (230), Nov. 16 
18 to Nov. 30, peak, Nov. 13 


snow goose, 
blue goose, Oct. 29 
(45); mallard, Sept. 
(3450) ; black duck, 


Sept. 18 to Nov. 30, peak, Nov 30 (1020); gadwall, 
Sept. 30 to Nov. 30, peak, Nov. 17 (80); baldpate, 
Sept. 18 to Nov. 30, peak, Nov. 1 (820); pintail, 
Sept. 18 to Nov. 30, peak, Nov. 6 to 13 (670); 


green-winged teal, Sept. 
(315) ;blue-winged teal, 
Sept. 22 (650—-+L) ; 
ge Nov 13 (330) ; 
peak, Sept. 30 


18 to Nov. 30, peak, Nov. 1 
Sept. 18 to Nov. 18, peak, 
shoveller, Sept. 18 to Nov. 30, 

wood duck, Sept. 18 to Nov. 


(70); redhead, Sept. 22 to Nov. 


a peak, Nov. 6 (17); ring-necked duck, Oct. 3 to 
Nov. 24, peak, Oct. 29 (60); canvas-back, Oct. 18 to 
Noy. 24, peak, Nov. 11 (140); lesser scaup, Oct. 18 


to Nov. 24, are Nov. Il 
29, Nov. ll and 17; 
peak, Nov. Il (27) 
25, peak, Nov..6 (275) ; 
to 25, peak, Nov. I1 
Nov. 1l and 24; 
Springer’s 


(210); golden-eye, Oct. 

buffle-head, Oct. 29 to Noy. 25. 
); ruddy duck, Sept. 22 to Nov. 
Nov. 11 
merganser, 


hooded me rganser, 
(135); American 
red-breasted merganser, Nov. I1. 
localized but systematic work focuses 
attention on migratory peaks of waterfowl in the 
Chicago area on Oct. 25 and on Nov. 6 to 11, when 
an estimated 8500 to 10,000 birds were reported 

Orland (McGinnis pasa 
was quickly reduced to 300 waterfowl by the freeze 
of Nov. 26. cnneanilinn migratory waves were 
reported in other localities. Musselman at Quincy, 
Ill., noted the first flights of blue and snow geese, 
Oct. 12, with a larger flight of the former, Oct. 21. 
The first large flight of Canada geese passed, Oct. 
24. Pintails, mallards and 
abundant at Quincy by Nov. 2, 
tion of baldpates, 


This concentration 


lesser scaup became 
and a major migra- 
canvas-backs, ruddy and_ black 
ducks was observed Nov. 11. Bennett observed only 
$25 Canada geese at Rockford, IIL, between Nov. | 
and 16, with 1000 re- 
first Canada 
Oct. 28, fol- 
and more than 
reached Lake 
of each being 


compared approximately 
garded as normal for the period. ‘The 
geese (35) arrived at Springfield, IIL, 
lowed by a flock of 60 on Nov. 2, 
100, Nov. 15. blue 
Springfield somewhat late, the 
reported Noy. 8. A composite flock of 36 was ob- 
served, Nov. 15, and a concentration of more than 
400 had developed by Nov. 22, the snow geese being 
outnumbered by blues 2 to 1. Mallards and black 
ducks were more numerous than all others at Lake 
Springfield, and local observers found little, 


Snow and geese 


first 


if any, 


diminution over last year’s population (Eifert). 
lowa reports indicated a poor duck migration, but 
apparently an increase in geese. Many hunters con- 
centrated on the latter with more satisfactory re- 
sults (Hodges) . 
Shorebirds. —The main migration was delayed by 
as much as 3 weeks for some species, though first 
arrivals generally coincided with average dates. 
Local conditions, particularly of water levels and 
extent of mud flats, apparently forced a temporary 
dislocation of migratory Shorebirds 
were abundant in the Chicago area, an increase of 
25% Baird's 
sandpiper was reported in unusual abundance and 


movements. 
being estimated by some observers. 


large flocks of golden plover were common from 
Aug. 28 to Oct. 30 (Bartel). ‘The reduced level of 
Lake Springfield (Illinois) provided extensive mud 
flats on which miscellaneous shorebirds congregated 
(Eifert) , but more extreme drought conditions pre- 
vailing in Iowa during July and August reduced 
water levels to such an extent that migratory shore- 
birds were absent or markedly reduced in many 
localities (Hodges) . 

Birds of prey. — A steady, if gradual, increase of 
most birds of prey is apparent, and species were ob- 
served repeatedly in areas where they were formerly 
regarded as rarities. Good migrations of hawks were 
reported at Rockford, Ill., by Bennett as follows: 
sharp-shinned, Sept. 14 to 17; Cooper’s, Sept. 14 to 
21; red-tailed, Sept. 14 to Nov. 16; broad-winged, 
Sept. 24 to Nov. 21; red-shouldered and red-tailed 
hawks were particularly abundant during migra- 
tion in Scott County, Iowa, and a_ rough-legged 
hawk seen at Nobis Slough, Oct. 12, constitutes a 
very early record (Hodges). Ospreys were more 
numerous in the Chicago area than in former years 
and as many as 3 were found at Orland Wildlife 
Refuge almost daily Sept. 18 to Oct. 13 
A particularly large flight of hawks, 
predominantly 


from 
(Springer) . 
rough-legged, was reported near 
Chicago, Nov. 8 to 9 (Bartel). A duck hawk was 
seen chasing pigeons among apartment buildings 
Belmont Harbor, Chicago, on Oct. 1 (Du- 
mont), and another was reported catching a teal 
at Rockford, Ill. (Bennett). 

Land birds.—Farly migratory movements of 
nighthawks were noted in northern Wisconsin dur- 
ing the last week of August, and impressive flights 
appeared to the southward at Springfield, Ill., from 
Sept. 5 to 15 (Eifert). The first large movement of 
nighthawks Quincy, Ill, Sept. 24 
(Musselman), and a flight of 50 appeared over the 
Waukegan Dunes, Oct. 4 (Clow and Morrow). A 
major flight totaling more than 1000 individuals, 
migrating in two separate lanes, was observed at 
Rockford, Sept. 28, by Bennett and Prentice. Ap- 
proximately 1500 nighthawks were noted at Rock- 
ford between Aug. 24 and Sept. 20 of this year as 
compared with fewer than 50 seen during the same 
period in 1946. No considerable flights were re- 


ported after Oct. 7 when 17 were seen at Orland. 


near 


occurred = at 


There was no noteworthy modification of the 
normal schedules in passerine migration, though the 
passage of warblers may have been somewhat later 
than usual. Starlings were reported in enormous 
numbers at Davenport, Iowa, where their flocks 
were comparable in size to those of grackles and 
red-winged blackbirds (Hodges). Starlings which 
roost in the trees of the capitol grounds at Spring- 
field, Ill., have increased enormously (estimated at 
“a million”’!) and constitute a serious local prob- 
lem thus far unsolved by the use of poison, gun- 
fire, and noise-making devices. The accumulation 
of droppings beneath the roosts each morning re- 
quires the attention of a special ground-force with 
shovels (Eifert). Grackles which invaded Quincy, 
Ill., by the thousands, Oct. 21, were routed by several 
pairs of barred owls which are now permanent resi- 
dents of the East End (Musselman) . 

Rarities. — Bartel reported a yellow-crowned night 
heron at Harmes Woods, near Chicago, July 27, 
and a mockingbird at Blue Island, Ill., Oct. 12. 
Two American brants observed by Dean on Lake 
Michigan near Foster Avenue, Chicago, Oct. 15, 
deserve some consideration. The birds were studied 
with binoculars at close range and in good light 
for ten minutes, both in the water and ashore, be- 
fore they took flight. Distinctive points of identifi- 
cation were checked with special care. Positive 
identification of a turkey vulture soaring over 
Lake Bluff, Ill., Oct. 4, was made by Clow and 
Morrow. — EMMet R. BLAKE, Chicago Natural His- 
tory Museum, Chicago 5, Il. 


MINNESOTA REGION.— The abnormal weather 
conditions of spring and summer continued this 
fall, with August much hotter and drier than 
normal, so the unusually 
dry conditions which 
have prevailed for some 
time were not alleviated. 
September and October 









Minnesota 


Nn marked the most beauti- 
,  pusdr ful fall weather that 
Minnesota has experi- 
enced in many years. 


September had a mean 
temperature of 1.7° F. 
above normal at Minne- 
apolis and 7 days with 
maximum temperatures 
of 90° or over. The 
monthly percentage of sunshine was 649% as against 
a normal of 60°%. It was a dry month, with precipi- 
tation 47°, of the normal amount. In October the 
temperature 10.30° above normal for 
the month. This is the highest mean ever recorded 
for October by the weather bureau in Minneapolis. 
The monthly percentage of sunshine was 54% or 
11°% above the mean. On November 7 there was an 
abrupt change from this summerlike weather when 
Minnesota experienced a snow storm which came 
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near rivalling the one on November 11, 1940. The 
mean temperature for November was 5.8° below 
normal and the snow which arrived on November 
7 has remained on the ground and has_ been 
added to. 

Waterfowl. — Attention has been focused on the 
waterfowl situation for some time, and during the 
first few days of the duck hunting season in this 
area, many felt that federal authorities had been 
unduly alarmed, and that duck populations were 
not as low as estimated. Two factors may be re- 
sponsible for the success of hunters during the 
first days of the season. The first of these is that 
the majority of the blue-winged teal, a local nesting 
duck, had not left for the south, while last year, 
on opening day they had. Another factor was the 
lowering of the bag limit. Whether the limit is 10 
or 2, a hunter feels successful when he has shot his 
limit. Several hunters spoke of the successful open- 
ing because they had bagged their limit the first 
day. The success was restricted to the first few days, 
and no “northern flight” developed because of the 
mild weather. 

Various people reported an unusual flight of 
geese over Minneapolis on Oct. 22 and 23. On the 
latter date a few blue and snow geese rested for 
several hours on Lake Harriet (Amy Chambers) . 
On Oct. 26 a flock of about 500 Canada and snow 
geese rested on White Bear Lake just north of St. 
Paul (Ruth Self). About 60 mallards, 10 black 
ducks and a few of each of gadwalls, pintails, bald- 
pates, shovelers, canvas-backs, green-winged teal and 
a single blue-winged teal were seen in a marsh near 
the city limits of Minneapolis on Nov. 17 (W. J. 
Breckenridge and D. W. Warner). 

Birds of prey.—An immature bald eagle flew 
along the Minnesota River near Minneapolis on 
Nov. 17 (Breckenridge and Warner) and a mature 
bald eagle was seen over Lake Calhoun in Minne- 
apolis, Nov. 10 (Milton Thompson) . This species is 
a permanent resident in Minnesota but is not regu- 
larly seen in these areas. The prairie falcon occa- 
sionally comes into western Minnesota and on 
Sept. 15, 3 individuals were active near a concen- 
tration of shorebirds in Marshall County, north- 
western Minnesota (H. L. Gunderson and Bruce 
Hayward). It is very probable that these were fol- 
lowing the shorebirds, and although they were 
not seen to capture any, they were a disturbing ip 
fluence. The red-tailed and marsh hawk were still 
remaining in the Twin Cities area on Nov. 17 

Breckenridge and Warner) . 

Shorebirds.— The shorebird migration in the 
Twin Cities area was rather poor. Yéllow-legs, soli- 
tary, pectoral and least sandpipers were reported 
from near Minneapolis on July 18 and Aug. 21 
(A C. Rosenwinkel). On Sept. 1, a concentration 
of shorebirds, estimated at 800, was seen in Mar- 
shall County in the northwestern corner of the 
state. Most of these were greater and lesser yellow- 
legs, but there were some pectoral, white-rumped, 
least and semipalmated sandpipers and one mar- 
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bled godwit (Gunderson and Hayward). A _ late 
record for a greater yellow-legs occurred near St. 
Paul, Nov. 6 (Breckenridge) . Three Wilson’s snipe 
were observed near Minneapolis, Nov. 17 (Brecken- 
ridge and Warner) . 

Gulls and terns.— The concentration of nesting 
Franklin’s Gulls at Heron Lake in southwestern 
Minnesota was mentioned in the “Nesting Season” 
report. The decided change during the summer is 
interesting to note. During the period of Aug. 19 
to 21, not a single Franklin’s gull was seen in the 
area of the nesting colony of early spring (Gunder- 
son and Hayward) . Several of the spectacular morn- 
ing and evening flights, described so vividly in 
Robert's “Birds of Minnesota,” although probably 
made up of fewer individuals, were observed at 
Lake Traverse in western Minnesota during the 
latter part of August. On the evening of Aug. 29, 
while driving east from the Lake to Wheaton, a 
distance of 9 miles, we saw a continuous flight of 
gulls going in the opposite direction. 

Land birds.— There was no notable “wave” of 
warblers, probably because of the mild weather. 
The earliest migrating warbler was an_ orange- 
crowned seen, Aug. 24 (Beckenridge). A concen- 
tration of grackles and blackbirds estimated at 10,- 
600 individuals migrated through Staples in the 
central part of the state on Oct. 18, followed by 
smaller flocks at later dates (H. K. Holt). Ameri- 
can pipits were reported from two places near the 
Twin Cities on Oct. 11 and Oct. 18 (Rosenwinkel) . 
White-thoated sparrows made their appearance on 
Oct. 1 (Mrs. I. A. Lupient) and reached their peak 
about the third week of October, when many juncos, 
Harris’s and white-crowned sparrows were associ- 
ated with them. 

The remainder of this report will discuss two 
very noticeable tendencies which appear to have 
been influenced by the fall weather in this area. 
The first of these apparent correlations, indicating 
that manv summer residents have stayed much 
later than usual, involved the following late records: 
nighthawk, Oct. 8 (John Jarosz); northern flicker, 
Nov. 30 (Warner) ; red-headed woodpecker, Dec. 1 
(Breckenridge) ; brown bluebird, 
Dec. 1 (Lupient); unusual numbers (about 150) 
of robins seen in Minneapolis Noy. 15 (several ob- 
servers) ; several late flocks and a last individual 
meadowlark, Dec. 1 (Gunderson and _— Jarosz) ; 
bronzed grackle, Dec. 6 (Mrs. J. H. Thompson) ; 
and towhee, Nov. 16 (Mrs. Rollo H. Wells). The 
second noticeable tendency apparently correlated 
with the unseasonable winter weather, which be- 
gan on Nov. 7, was the early arrival of such winter 
visitors as Bohemian waxwings, Nov. 1] (Rosen 
winkel) ; two northern shrikes, Nov. 23 (Lupient) ; 
red crossbills, Oct. 24 (Gunderson and Harrell) ; 
Lapland longspurs, Nov. 16 (Breckenridge and 
Warner); and about 20 snow buntings, Nov. 11 
(Gunderson). On the other hand the earlier mild 
fall weather was not attended by any sizeable in- 


thrasher and 


a 


flux of American egrets after their breeding season. 
Last year 200 to 300 egrets invaded the Minneapolis 
area but this year only 7 were seen, and then only 
once, Aug. 23 (Lupient).— Harvey L. GuNpDERSON, 
Minnesota’ Museum of Natural History, 
apolis, Minn. 


Minne- 


MISSOURI REGION.-— Disastrous floods on the 
Missouri and Mississippi Rivers and their tributaries 
during June and July followed by severe 
drought and excessive 
heat during August 
70? and much of Septem- 
ber. Precipitation be- 
tween Aug. 1 and Dec. 


were 









"shee 1, ranged from a 

marked deficiency in 

¢ | } de} some parts of the re- 
J} = SPRINGFIELD ‘| gion to a slight excess 


; f in ‘Tempera- 
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tures for August and 

September were above 

November and December about 

the nests of thousands of birds 

in the lakes and marshes, and lowlands in general, 
were destroyed by the floods. 





others. 











normal, and for 
normal. No doubt 


Grebes. — Pied-billed grebes were unusually com- 
mon and Hedges reported about 1000 on Quivera 
Lake, Kansas, Oct. 25. Eared grebes were seen Oct. 
25, and horned grebes were present from Sept. 14 
to Nov. 27, in eastern Kansas. .\ western grebe was 
seen at Lake Park, IIl., Nov. 15 (Comfort) . 

Pelicans and cormorants. — White pelicans were 
numerous in northwestern Missouri and eastern 
Kansas between Sept. 14 and Oct. 25. Flocks total- 
ling 1000 were observed in Platte County, Sept. 14. 
Double-crested cormorants 
the Missouri and 


were also common on 


Mississippi Rivers during the 
same period. 

Herons. — Although their nesting sites were made 
inaccessible by floods, it is probable that American 
egrets nested in St. Charles County and also in 
woods close to the Mississippi in the southeastern 
part of the area. Wanderers from the south after 
the nesting season were common. About 1000 Ameri- 
observed in flooded areas near 
Cape Girardeau, July 9, and flocks totaling several 
thousand were reported from St. Charles Co., Aug. 
1. Litthe blue herons were rather common, and the 
vellow-crowned night heron was observed at  Park- 
ville, Sept. 7 and at Creve Coeur Lake several times 
during July. Migrating great blue herons were com- 


Park- 


can cegrets were 


mon locally; for example, there were 75 at 
ville on Sept. 7. 

Waterfowl. 
October and migrants were still passing over at the 
end of November. 


Geese were first reported early in 


Blue and lesser snow geese were 
most numerous along the Mississippi. Canadas were 
generally distributed over the state of Missouri and 
the white-fronted geese were reported only from 
the northwestern indications of 


sector. ‘There are 


a slight increase in geese over last year. Hedges re- 
ported 1000 blue-winged and 250 green-winged teal 
on Quivera Lake, Oct. 23, the greatest numbers of 
these species recorded from the lake by that ob- 
server. On Nov. 6, he observed a total of about 3500 
ducks, including 500 shovellers, 500 gadwalls, 750 
mallards, 300 pintails, 1000 lesser scaups and 500 
ring-necked ducks. Similar concentrations occurred 
in other favorable locations, but over much of the 
state hunters complained of pgor shooting and the 
number of ducks passing through was definitely be- 
low the fall of 1946. The canvas-back and redhead 
were very scarce. Few ducks were present during the 
mild weather of September and early October. The 
heaviest flights were during the first 2 weeks of 
November. | white-winged scoter was observed at 
Lake Park, Ill, Nov. 29 (Comfort). Migrating 
coots were very common, particularly in the north- 
western part of the region where 5000 were con- 
centrated on Quivera Lake, Oct. 23, and an esti- 
mated 10,000 at Sugar Lake, Buchanan Co., Mo., 
on Oct. 25. 

Birds of prey. — Hawks passed through in about 
normal numbers. Marsh hawks were common over 
the entire region. Loose flocks made up mostly of 
red-tailed and red-shouldered, with a few rough- 
legged hawks were observed near Kansas City, Oct. 
18, and near Hannibal, Oct. 23. Several bald eagles 
were seen on the Mississippi, between Alton and 
Keokuk, during the last week of October. Interest- 
ing observations were the duck hawk in St. Louis 
Co., Sept. 13, and in St. Charles Co., Sept. 14; the 
pigeon hawk in St. Charles Co., Sept. 6, and at 
QOuivera, Sept. 14; and Swainson’s hawk at Edwards- 
ville, Kans., Oct. 4. 

Shorebirds. — Pools left by the flood water in the 
Mississippi and Missouri valleys were favorable 
feeding and resting places for shorebirds from July 
to late October. Hedges observed a flock of about 
600 shorebirds of 8 species near Kansas City, July 
27, mostly killdeer and pectoral sandpipers, with 
both greater and lesser yellow-legs, and 35 upland 
plover (1 a pure albino). The quite un- 
common buff-breasted sandpiper was seen near 
Bonner Springs, Kans., July 27, and near St. Louis, 
Aug. 8, 9, and Oct. 11. A willet was reported from 
St. Louis, Aug. 24, and a sanderling in late August 
(date not furnished). Dowitchers were present in 
most localities from July to the end of October. A 
northern phalarope was seen at Creve Coeur Lake, 
Sept. 19 and 20, by Comfort. In a flock of about 
1000 shorebirds on the mud flats of a slough in 
Mississippi Co., Sept. 6, were 3 black-bellied plover 
in summer plumage, 10 stilt sandpipers, 8 western 
sandpipers, 20 dowitchers and great numbers of 
pectoral, least and semipalmated sandpipers. 

Gulls and terns. — This group of birds occurred 
in about normal numbers. Least terns were com- 
mon on the lower Mississippi during the summer 
though it is doubtful if many succeeded in nesting 
since the sandbars were covered by water. Herring 
and ring-billed gulls were common on the larger 








rivers and lakes from September into December. 
Franklin’s gull was observed on Quivera Lake, 
Oct. 25, and both Franklin’s and Bonaparte’s gulls 
were reported from St. Louis during October and 
November. The Caspian tern was observed several 
times during the summer and was present on the 
Alton reservoir, Oct. 22. 

Land birds. — Among the small birds an interest- 
ing record was a nest of the cedar waxwing found 
by Hedges at Quivera, July 22. This is perhaps the 
first nesting record for Kansas. The red-shafted 
flicker was noted at Tonganoxie, Kans., Oct. 9 and 
at Quivera, Noy. 6. Flocks of robins, blue jays, fly- 
catchers and swifts were seen at Parkville, Sept. 141, 
but in general the migration of songbirds was later 
than usual. Flocks containing thousands of tree 
and barn swallows were noticed along the upper 
Mississippi, Oct. 22, and at St. Joseph, Oct. 19. 
Loose flocks of nighthawks were seen in different 
parts of the state during the last week of August 
and some were still passing through during the 
last week of September. Although a few warbler 
migrants were seen in .\ugust, the most noticeable 
waves were in the last half of September and early 
October. Only the common species were reported. 
Harris's sparrow wis common in the western part 
of the region and there was | record from St 
Louis Co. Reports of sharp-tailed sparrows were 
numerous. Henslow’s and Le Conte’s sparrows were 
observed a number of times in St. Charles County 
curing October and near St. Joseph, Oct. 19. Nel- 
son’s sparrow was reported from St. Charles Co., 
Oct. 11.— JAMES W. CUNNINGHAM, 205 Monroe St., 
Jefferson City, Mo. 


NORTHERN GREAT PLAINS REGION.—Ove1 
most of the region the late summer weather was 
hot and drv. In northern North Dakota, how 
ever, August rain- 
fall was 
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state that this was 
the warmest Oc- 
tober on record. In drastic contrast, November 
brought severe winter weather with much = snow. 
Water conditions in the lakes and marshes varied 
from fair to good, but many of the smaller sloughs 
and pot holes dried up entirely. 

Marsh birds. Thirty-five common loons were re- 
ported on Lake Andes, South Dakota 


Grebes were numerous. 


(Donahue) . 
Iwo eared grebes, appar- 
ently healthy adult birds. remained in a water hole, 
on the Des Lacs Refuge. Kenmare, N.D.. until 


Noy. 19 (Carpenter-Gammell). There were good 


numbers of white pelicans, with a peak of 5000 on 
Sand Lake Refuge, Columbia, $.D., in late August 
(Bradley). \ great blue heron was still present on 
Lower Souris Refuge, Upham, N.D., Noy. 18. An 
American bittern was observed swallowing a med- 


ium-sized garter snake in September at Lower 
Souris Refuge. 
Waterfowl. —Vhe fall flight of whistling swans 


was apparently about normal, but the numbers of 
geese varied considerably in various parts of the 
In general, Canada little 

white- 
increase. 
Phe duck flight in the western half of the region 


region. geese showed 
change as compared with last’ year but 


fronted geese showed an estimated 20°; 


was good, but was spotty in the eastern part. Quot- 
ing from = cooperators’ reports: at Yankton, S$. D., 
“Hunters, in general, report an ample supply of 
local) ducks” 


Refuge 


(Larrabee). “On the Arrowwood 
(Kensal, N.D.) the duck migration was 
125°), greater than a vear ago. On the outside of 
the refuge, especially in the moraine hills between 
Cleveland and Carrington, a 200°% increase.” (Nel- 
son). “Not in many years has there been as large a 
movement of ducks and geese in this section as was 
noted at Lake Andes and at lakes adjoining this 
territory. The flight of mallards the last two days 
of the season surpassed any flight IT have seen in 
this district in many vears —maybe we were in the 
midst of a congested flight but all reports from west- 
ern South 
(Hills). “Northern mallards came down in large 
numbers just 


Dakota indicate the same condition.” 


freeze 
\t Des Locs Refuge the report was that, 


before the first big 
(Brown). 
“While waterfowl nesting was generally not. suc- 
cessful this season, the migrant duck population, 
particularly of mallards, was most encouraging.” 
(Carpenter-Gammell). At) Lake Andes, “Green- 
winged teal — hundreds, largest flight I ever saw in 
Purtle Mountains, 
“Phere was a heavy concentration of mallards on 
the lakes and marshes in the new Wakopa Game 
Refuge on Island Lake on Oct. 28th. T think it is 
fifty vears since | have seen such a numerous body 
ot game birds.” (Wright). Bradley reported, “On 
Sand Lake Refuge a 400°, increase of mallards, but 


10 vears.”) (Donahue). In the 


other varieties.” On Lower 
Souris Refuge the fall duck flight compared favor- 
ablv with last year; the only 


a decrease in) most 
noticeable changes 
being an increase in gadwalls and baldpates and a 
decrease in’ canvas-backs and redheads. On the 
hand canvas-backs reported as very 
common in parts of South Dakota, “Most in 20 
vears reported by State Warden Wilgers for Mar- 
shall County.” (Bradley) . Almost all observers noted 
a good increase in the gadwall. Evidently this species 


other were 


has recovered pretty well from its slump in 1946. 
In some localities there were improvements in div- 
ing duck populations, but on the whole there was 
little or no change. ‘There were spectacular con- 
centrations of mallards in certain areas and com- 


plaints of damage to farmers’ fields were frequent. 











In summing up the waterfowl situation, there are 
several points that should be considered: (1) The 
fall duck population was surprisingly good, con- 
sidering the miserable spring flight; (2) Drought 
and the consequent drying up of many of the smaller 
water areas concentrated the birds more; (3) Con- 
tinued “bluebird weather” permitted unusual con- 
centrations to pile up, and in some instances caused 
spectacular flights when the weather finally broke. 
On the whole the picture does look a little bit 
brighter as far as the Dakotas are concerned. 
Hawks through owls. —The hawk flight was not 
very good. Fair numbers of the common. varieties 
appeared but not in numbers approaching those 
of pre-war vears. One near 
Sioux Falls (Hills). Upland game birds have shown 
a slight improvement over the alarming low of 1946. 
\ whooping crane stayed for about a month on 
the “seven mile slough” near Portal, N. D., but dis- 
appeared with the opening of the hunting season, 
Cet. 7. 


sons and was sufficiently 


osprey was recorded 


This bird was observed by a number of per- 
well described as to leave 
no doubt as to its identity. Nothing unusual was 
noted regarding the shorebird flight except that 
the Wilson's snipe continue to be verv scarce. An 
unusual record was that of a great black-backed gull 
near Sioux Falls, S.D. 
Franklin's 


(Hills). Most observers re- 
The 
Nov. 


ported very. abundant. 


Nov 6, 


eull as 


only snowy owls noted were 1, and 1, 


13, at Lower Souris. AIL owls, especially the short- 
eared, were reported as scarce, 
Land — birds. \ ruby-throated hummingbird 


was noted at Fargo, N.D., Sept. 8 (Stevens), and 1 
at Sioux Falls, Sept. 15 (Donahue). There was a 
good migration of flickers, including 3 red-shafted 
and 2 hybrids, at Des Lacs on Sept. 24 (Carpenter 
end Gamnicll). A small group of young yellow- 
bellied sapsuckers appeared on Lower Souris, Sept. 
22. \ mockingbird was scen in the local cemetery 
S.D., Oct. 3 Brown 
appeared in numbers, and 
staved later than usual in Fargo, Nov. 29 (Stevens) . 
Five eastern bluebirds observed on the Des 
Kenmare, N.D., Oct. 19. A Town- 
send’s solitaire was reported on Sept. 24, as a new 
refuge record at 


at Yankton, 
thrashers 


(Larrabee) . 
unustial 


were 
Lacs Refuge, 


This is believed to be 
the second record of this species for North Dakota. 
Phe bird remained in the vicinity for 2 days and 
was noted (Carpenter and 
Gammell). ‘This proved to be an exceptional au- 
tumn for golden-crowned kinglets, with 
almost The migration of 
\merican pipits ever observed at Des Lacs was re- 
ported (Carpenter end Gammell). Sprague’s pipit 
was reported at Yankton, Oct. 19 (Larrabee). Bo- 
hemian waxwings and northern shrikes appeared 
early, Nov. 3 and & respectively, in the north, and 
observations on 


Des Lacs. 


feeding on crickets 
reports 


from everyone. largest 


Winter visitors have been 
more frequent than usual. Reports on the status 
of starlings varied from, “holding their own” to 


“a continued The 


these 


gradual increase.” warbler 


flight produced litthe out of the ordinary. wave 
consisting mainly of black-polls was noted, Sept. 29 
at Yankton (Larrabee). ‘The peak of the myrtle 
warbler migration was reached at Des Lacs, Sepi. 
25, at Lower Souris, Sept. 26, and at Yankton, Oct. 
20. A chestnut-sided warbler banded — by 
Stevens at Fargo, Sept. 13. Cardinals were reported 
from Valley Citv, N.D. (Kolstoe), and Sioux Falls, 
S.D. (Hills) . Phe latter remarked that they seem 
to be working Dickcissels 
South Dakota in good numbers, but the only record 
for North Dakota was a single bird, Sept. 19, Des 
Lacs (Carpenter-Gammell) . Redpolls, usually pres- 
ent in the thousands by late November, have failed 


was 


westward. occurred in 


to appear this fall. A flock of 5 red crossbills was 
seen at Yankton on Sept. 21, and 2 more a week 
later (Larrabee). 

The sparrow flight was poor, lacking spectacular 
stations. The Des Lacs valley had 
good flights of the more common varieties (Car- 
penter and Gammell), but elsewhere they were 
relatively scarce. Juncos and the zonotrichias ap- 
peared in good numbers on the Lower Souris around 
Sept. 24. Several swamp sparrows were banded from 
Sept. 21 to Oct 17, by Stevens at Fargo, whereas 
very few had been seen for the past several years. 


waves at most 


Snow buntings have appeared in exceptionally good 
numbers over the entire region.—C. J. Henry, Lower 
Souris National Wiidlife Refuge, Upham, N.D. 


TEXAS COASTAL REGION.— [he 
dry except for widespread rains in the latter half 
of August and the latter half of November. No 


scason Was 





frost or freeze had 

aes . come by Dec. 13. 
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Ghivester # gration in ‘Texas is 


always hard to sum- 
marize 
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we ‘ a ic 
Sasi read t from 
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(ro quit , early July to late 
GF nocrport : 
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carly January. A few 
first arrivals of many species may appear in July or 
\ugust, and then, almost imperceptibly, build up 
to a population during the next 
the summer residents and 
that never knows 
that they are gone. ‘The 
autumn migration of 1947 seems to have been es- 
pecially notable for the irregularity, inconsistency, 
and spottiness of its arrivals and departures. The 
great majority of them, can be linked 
directly with the passage of cold fronts down across 
the country from northwest toward the east or 
southeast. In the following paragraphs an attempt 


3 or 4 
transients 


heavy 
and 
depart 


months; 


may so. gradually one 


when it is safe to. say 


however, 


is made to show the effects of successive cold fronts 
on arrivals, departures, the increase in numbers of 
individuals of present, and the 
thinning out of summer residents and transients. 


species already 


19 








July 2 and 3.—A “cold” front with northerly 
winds extended to the Gulf Coast, and was possibly 
responsible for the greater yellow-legs (2) and the 
stilt sandpiper (1) at Brownsville on July 6; also 
the solitary sandpiper on July 3, and the lesser 
yellow-legs on July 6, at Rockport. 

July 18 and 19.— The arrival of a front at this 
time almost certainly accounts for the following: 
upland plover (2) at Victoria, greater yellow-legs 
(3), lesser yellow-legs (2) on Galveston Island on 
July 17; pectoral sandpipers and dowitchers at 
Cove on July 20; and piping plover (20), knot (2 
herring gull (2) at Freeport on July 21. 

July 22 to 24.—A tront, with northeasterly winds, 
coming down the Mississippi Valley and the eastern 
states, and barely reaching ‘Texas, was accompanied 
by the following: Hudsonian godwit on Galveston 
Island (new record there), and spotted and red- 
backed sandpipers there on July 


25; Baird’s sand- 
piper at Rockport on July 26, and marbled godwit 
there on July 27; semipalmated plover and spotted 
sandpiper (13) at Cove on July 27. 

August 9 to 14.—No more cold fronts actually 
reached the Texas coast until mid-September, but 
the first break in the far-northern summer came 
when a front, accompanied by low temperatures, 
rains, and squalls, moved out of the northwest be- 
tween Aug. 9 and I4. A very remarkable influx of 
first arrivals reached the ‘Texas coast on Aug. 16 and 
17, doubtless as a result of the bad weather to the 
north. ‘They included mallards, gadwalls, pintails, 
blue-winged teal, lesser scaup, coot, semipalmated 
plover and knot 
swallow, 


(@gain), Hudsonian curlew, cliff 
long-billed marsh wren, —blue-winged 
warbler, Swainson’s warbler (first autumn record) , 
and yellow-breasted chat in the Galveston Bay re- 
gion. None of these species appeared in any num- 
bers at this time. 

August 23 to 25.— A similar, but less severe front, 
spreading across the northern states doubtless ac- 
counted for the sparrew hawk in Houston on Aug. 
27, black and white warbler at Rockport on Aug. 
23, blue-gray gnatcatcher at Galveston on Aug. 23, 
blue grosbeak on Aug. 29, and mourning warbler on 
Aug. 31 at Cove. 

Seplember 12 and 13. This front reached the 
coast, and was accompanied, on Sept. 14, by the 
appearance at Cove of green-winged teal, duck 
hawk, pigeon hawk, Nashville warbler, oven-bird, 
northern water-thrush, Connecticut warbler, yel- 
low-throat, Wilson's warbler, and redstart. At the 
same time the numbers of all ducks and shorebirds 
that had previously arrived was greatly augmented. 

September 20 and 21. 


his minor front brought 
the shoveller, 


Cooper's hawk, osprey, sora, and 

Baird’s sparrow (first on record) to Cove on 
Sept. 21. 

September 26 to October 1. \ week of mini- 

mum daily temperatures below freezing in the 


Great Lakes region probably accounts for the first 


fall influx of Canada, lesser snow and blue geese to 


20 


the Texas coast on Oct. 2 


front itself did not reach the 


The 


Texas coast. 


and 3. weather 

October 7 to 10,— Stormy, sub-freezing, or near- 
freezing weather prevailed in southern Canada, 
northernmost states, and the western plateau states. 
On Oct. 11] and 12 more geese, including the first 
white-fronted, poured into the Texas coastal region, 
and the following put in their first appearance for 
the autumn: red-tailed and rough-legged hawks, 
eastern phoebe, house wren, and Savannah sparrow. 

October 27 and 28 and October 31 and November 
1.— Two fronts, arriving on the coast in rapid suc- 
cession, brought sandhill cranes to Rockport and 
Victoria on Oct. 28 and 31; canvas-back, redhead, 
and Harlan’s, Krider's, and sharp-shinned hawks, 
towhee, and white-throated sparrow to Cove, Nov. I. 

November 5, 7, 11, 14, 16, 22 and 28, and De- 
cember 5 and 8.— ‘The series of fronts coming on 
these dates brought the following to the Galveston 
Bay region: buffle-head, Nov. 7; black duck, Nov. 9; 
ring-necked duck, winter wren, myrtle warbler, ves- 
per sparrow, and field sparrow, Nov. 15 and 16; 
brown creeper, Nov. 29; short-eared owl, Nov. 27. 

Departures. — Following are a few records of last 
observation: eastern kingbird on Oct. 25; 
flycatcher on Oct. 
summer tanager on 
Nov. 9 late) ; 
blue-winged teal 


crested 
5; purple martin on Oct. 13; 
Oct 19; black-necked 
fulvous tree duck on 


stilt on 
Nov. 9; 
(from Galveston Bay region) on 


(very 


Nov. 9; black tern on Oct. 12; solitary sandpiper 
(Rockport) on Nov. 30 (very late) .—Grorcr G. 
Witwiams, The Rice Institute, Houston, Tex. 


UTAH REGION.-— July was without any pro- 
longed high temperature, and the usual cloud- 


bursts and cold storms of late 
an unusual 
These conditions brought such a 
gradual dropping of 
temperatures that sum- 


\ugust gave way to 


number of showers. 






SALT LAKE CITY mer was virtually car- 
PROVO ried into October, and 
Siiieusi fall weather has con- 

tinued to date. How- 


3 after Oct. 15, the 
> rains of the valley were 
a) replaced by snow storms 

in the nearby moun- 


ever, 
Porvice « 











tains. Sixty-two inches 
of snow had fallen at 
Alta by Dec. 1. Such 


weather favored a leisurely migration, although the 
main body probably moved on = schedule. 
Waterfowl, — This birds has been 
plentiful in the region, leading many hunters to 
believe that there is no duck shortage and little 
justification for the reduced bag limit. However, 
John B. Van den Akker, acting superintendent of 
Bear River Refuge, Brigham, Utah, summed _ the 
situation truly with the “The 
generally compares with 


group ol 


more following: 


population fairly well 

















that of last vear. Phis is especially true of the later 
population which has benefited from = the short- 
ened hunting season and the reduced bag limit. 
These factors, and the fact that the number of 
hunters is only 24 of last vear’s figure, are no doubt 
influencing at least the local distribution of birds. 
The two most notable increases over last year were 
in the spring migration of lesser scaups and the fall 
migration of canvas-backs.” L. D. Pfouts wrote from 
Pavson, Utah, concerning the marshes about the 
southern Utah Lake: “Waterfowl 
are staying in 


shore of more 


than last vear and marshes and 
sloughs. The limited bag and restricted hours have 
left many Neither of the above 


observers in their appraisals seem to have consid- 


more to this date.” 


ered the factors of mild weather and open ponds 
which prevailed during the season. Mr. Van den 
\kker’s figures on occurrences and abundance of 
waterfowl at Bear River Refuge very well repre- 
sent those for the balance of the region and are as 
follows: (".\" represents arrival date, “P" popula- 
lesser snow goose, (A) 

Nov. 20; whistling swan, (A) Oct. 8, 
(P) Nov. 7; mallard, gadwall and baldpate, (P) 
Sept. 30; pintail, (P) Aug. 15 to Sept. 1; shoveller, 
(P) Oct. 22; green-winged teal abundant July 1, 
(P) Sept. 30; blue-winged teal, (P) Aug. 15, (D) 


tion peak, “D” departure) 
Sept. 29, (P) 


Nov. 15; cinnamon teal, (P) Aug. 1 to 15;  red- 
head, (P) Sept. 30, few present Dec. 1. 

Other water birds. — Eared and western grebes, 
White pelicans, double-crested cormorants — and 


snowy cgrets were noted in fair numbers on Farm- 
ington Bay until Oct. Il (Lockerbie, ‘Tanner, Hen- 
riques). Three high flying, migrating flocks, num- 
bering 20, 150 and 250, were noticed at dusk Sept. 
1, at Decker’s Lake. On Sept. 12, there were about 
100 still at Decker’s but by Sept. 27 all had gone 
except one, LEhousands of coots were seen at differ- 
ent points after Aug. 15. 


Birds of prey. — ‘The following were recorded by 


Lockerbie and ‘Lanner: American rough-legged 
hawk, (A) Sept. 9; golden eagle, winter resident, 
\) Sept. 3. 


Shorebirds. — Birds of this noted by the 
above observers were: snowy plover, 25 on Aug. 2,5, 
\ug. 16. 
I, Aug. 16 (only observation for the year); long- 


billed curlew, 7. 


group 
last. observation) ; semipalmated plover, 


\ug. 10 (last observation) ; spotted 
sandpiper, Sept. 13) (last observation) ; solitary sand- 
piper, 1, Aug. 25, (Moab), Aug. 26 (Bluff), 1, Aug. 
28, Monument Valley; willet, 100, Aug. 2, 3, Aug. 16, 
i, Met. T1; 
numbers from Aug. 10 to Noy. 15; lesser yellow-legs, 
arrived Aug. 15, departed Nov. 15, at Bear River; 
marbled godwit, arrived, July 16, departed, Nov. 20, 
Bear River; dowitcher, arrived, Aug. 15, departed, 
Oct. 22, Bear River; hundreds at Farmington Bay, 
Oct. 11; pectoral sandpiper, 2, Sept. 27, Decker’s 
Lake; Baird's, least and western sandpipers, in small 
numbers, .\ug. 16; sanderling, 2, 
servation) ; 


greater vellow-legs, observed in’ small 


\ug. 27 (only ob- 
Farmington Bay, Oct. 11; 


one 
SVOCEL, O43, 


stilt, Farmington Bay, Oct. 11; Wilson’s phalarope, 
1000+, concentrated on shore of Great Salt Lake, 20, 
\ug. 2, same place, 504+, Aug. 20, Bear River Ref- 
uge, Sept. 1, some remaining until Sept. 20 (Van den 
Akker); northern phalarope, 2000+, Aug. 2, 10, 
Aug. 16, 50+, Sept. 1, Bear River Refuge, Sept. 7, 
Farmington Bay, Oct. 11 (a very late date, L.& T.). 


Gulls and terns.-- \ few California gulls were 
still present, Nov. 1. Fall arrivals of ring-bills oc- 
curred, \ug. 23 at Decker’s Lake; 50 or more were 


noted, Sept. 1 at Bear River Refuge, and 500+, 


Oct. 1 at Jensen feed yards. “Twenty Franklin’s 
gulls appeared at Bear River Refuge, Sept. 1. 
Caspian terns were last seen, Aug. 23.  “Pwenty 


Forster’s terns were seen at Decker’s Lake, Sept. 4; 
5 black terns appeared at Bear River Refuge, Sept. 1. 

Cranes. — Only 1 flock of sandhill cranes was re- 
ported. On Oct. 6 and 7, 20 birds flew over Walter 
Woofenden’s ranch. 

Land birds. —Vwo migrating flocks of 16 and 19 
nighthawks were noticed, Aug. 23 at Decker’s Lake, 
and 50+, Aug. 25 at Moab, San Juan Co. The last 
nighthawk was seen, Sept. 14. For the second con- 
secutive year the Lewis's woodpecker has failed to 
along the Wasatch bench. 
ficld trips to the 


mouth of Big Cottonwood Canyon show the decline 


appear in numbers 


Records of \udubon Society 
in abundance of this species as follows: 22. birds, 
Nov. 14, 1943; 31, Nov. 12, 1944; 16, Nov. 11, 1945; 
1, Nov. 10, 1946; none, Nov. 9, 1947. We did not find 
a single Lewis's woodpecker in that area at a later 
although 
this about Payson, 65 
miles to the south. Hairy and downy woodpeckers 


date this vear cither, Pfouts reported 


them as common season 
have also been scarce and the flicker seems to be 
the only woodpecker that is holding its own. I have 
noted migrating concentrations of 
two dates. On Aug. 10, 
swallows 


swallows on 
thousands of bank 
Farmington Bay, and an 
equal number of barn swallows, Sept. 1, at Bear 
River. Migrating crows were first noted, Oct. 5. 
The early arrivals did not stop in northern Utah 
County as is usual, and Pfouts reported fewer in 
southern Utah Co. Clark’s nutcrackers in = small 
flocks, totaling 32 birds, were found migrating along 
the crest of the Wasatch Mountains at the head of 
Farmington Canyon, Oct. 5. Migrating pinon javs 
were noted flying over town, Oct. 15 (Bert Webb). 
The first American pipits, numbering 100 or more, 
were observed, Oct. 11 at Farmington Bay. Bert 
Webb reported solitary vireos (Cassin’s and plum- 
beous) on Sept. 6, 8, 9, 12, 13 near his home. ‘I here 
were no reports of flock movements of warblers. 
Last dates were as follows: Calavera’s warbler, 1, 
Sept. 14 (Snow); Audubon’s, Oct. 12; Virginia's, 
\ug. 26; veilow, 3, Sept. 7; black-throated gray, 
1, Aug. 27; Townsend’s, 3, Sept. 7, and 3, Sept. 14 
(Webb); Macgillivray’s, 1, Sept. 14; pileolated, 1, 
Sept. 14 (Snow). Starlings were noted first at 
Jensen's feed yard, 500 strong, Nov. 1. An evening 
grosbeak was first reported, Sept. 22 (Webb), and 3 


only 


were seen at 








small flocks were seen on Nov. 9. The first rosy 
finches were reported, Nov. 28, near Gold Hill, 
where a flock of about 50 birds was seen flying 
south. Later in the day a male Hepburn’s and 6 
gray-crowned rosy finches were identified out of 
a small flock. Vesper and lark sparrows were last 
noted, Sept. 7. Oregon juncos arrived, Oct. 12. 
Three chipping sparrows were last seen, Oct. 12; 
Brewer's sparrow was last noted, Sept. 13; Three 
Gambel’s sparrows were the first of this species 
seen, Sept. 14. Yellow-headed blackbirds concen- 
trated by the thousands on Bear River Refuge, 
Sept. 1 and Decker’s Lake, Sept. 4.—C. W. Locker- 
BIE, 223 West 9th South St., Salt Lake City 4, Utah. 


SAN FRANCISCO REGION.-— Early fall rains 
were heavy in the northern part of the state, but 
were so light south of San Francisco that the hills 
were still brown in De- 
cember. Effects of the 
prolonged drought con- 
tinue. On wild land 
both plant and animal 
foods are scarce. The 
crop of wild fruits and 





K 





acorns Was _— especially 
light in many areas. 
Most species of land 


birds here at this season 
were remarkably scarce. 
The scarcity was noticed 
even on 


Daci¢ie ~~ 
a 


wa 
"ae watered, culti- 
vated land. 

Pelicans and herons. — Species of this group ob- 
served were: white pelican, Sears Point Cut-off, 30 
on Aug. 24 (Childs); Dumbarton Bridge, 200 to 
300 from Aug. 23 to Sept. 20 (Rigby); Rubus 
Ranch, Moss Landing, 30 from August through 
October, 52 on Nov. 23 (Andersons); green heron, 
University Campus, Berkeley, 1 on Oct. 14 (C.); 
American egret, East Oakland, 1 on Sept. 27 (Sei- 
bert); Dumbarton Bridge. 60 on Sept. 13, 23 on 
20th (R.); snowy egret, Dumbarton Bridge, 4 on 
Aug. 23, 2 on Sept. 20 (R.). 

Waterfowl. — Species observed were: 
mouth of Salinas River, 12 on 
Willey’s Slough, Moss Landing, 43 on same 
(A.); black brant. Santa Cruz, 1 on Oct. 25 (Mrs. 
R. E. Peck); shoveller, Dumbarton Bridge, 24 on 
Sept. 1 to about 1000 on Sept. 20 (R.); wood duck, 
Golden Gate Park, pair on Oct. 4 (Kelly) ; hooded 
merganser, Moss Landing, 6 males and 2 females, 
Nov. 15 (A.); Florida gallinule, Golden Gate Park, 
Oeet. 2 (K.). 

Shorebirds. - 
birds generally 








whistling 
Nov. 29, 
date 


swan, 


Representatives of this group. of 
numerous in Alameda ac- 
cording to Mrs. Kelly, who saw especially large 
gatherings of avocets there. Other shorebirds re- 
ported were: lesser yellow-legs, Dumbarton Bridge, 
2 on Aug. 31 (R.); solitary sandpiper, pond near 
Stanford University, Sept. 3 (R.); Wilson's snipe, 


were 
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Dumbarton Bridge, 1 on mud flat, Sept. 20° (R.); 
pectoral sandpiper, mouth of Carmel River, 1 on 
Aug. 22 (Williams), Dumbarton Bridge, 1 on 
Aug. 31 (R.). 

Gulls and terns. — A pomarine jaeger was seen in 
the marshes east of Alviso, Sept. 19 (E. and R. 
Smith); and 30 Caspian terns were reported at 
Dumbarton Bridge, still in the area of their nest- 
ing site, on Sept. 1 (R.). 

Land birds. — Despite early departure generally 
among summer birds, the following records show 
that some individuals in most species stayed late: 
western — flycatcher, 
Oct. 1 (Childs); olive-sided flycatcher, near Los 
Gatos, 1 on Sept. 13°) (FE. Smith); violet-green 
swallow, Searsville Lake, west of Stanford University, 
Nov. 19 (E. S.); near Mariana, Monterey 
County, 6 on Noy. 23° (Andersons) ; barn swallow, 
Rubus Ranch, Moss Landing, about 500 on Aug. 
16 (.A.); house wren, Strawberry Canyon, last on 
Sept. 26 (Childs); solitary vireo, Strawberry Can- 
Oct. 13° (C.);) warbling 
Sept. 27) (C.); Macgillivray’s 
Strawberry Canvon, Sept. 22 (C.); 


Strawberry Canyon, last on 


5 on 


yon, vireo, Strawberry 


Canvon, warbler, 
\ Oak- 
land, female daily at feeding station to Novy. 27 
(Brock); Bullock's Canyon, 
Sept. 19 (C.); chipping sparrow, near Los Gatos, 
Cct..5 (E.3:).. 


Wintering birds seemed to arrive a little later 


cowbird, 


oriole, Strawberry 


than usual as well as in smaller numbers than in 
other years as indicated by the following records: 
red-shafted flicker, Strawberry Canyon, 20 or 30 in 
2 hours on Sept. 27, marked winter arrival (Childs) ; 
varied thrush, Carmel Highlands, Oct. 13 
(Williams) ; Strawberry Canvon, Oct. 18 (C.); her- 
mit thrush, near Los Gatos, Oct. 4. (FE. Smith): 
Carmel Highlands, Oct. 13) (W.); Strawberry Can 


von, Oct. 22 (C.): ruby-crowned kinglet, Straw 
berry Canvon, Sept. 27) (C.); Carmel Highlands, 
first on Oct. 1, a banded bird returned for third 


(WW Pe ie 
Sept. 8, 


season cedar waxwing, near Los Gatos, 12 on 
IF warbler, San 


Gatos, 


Audubon’s 
(Seibert) ; 


early (E. 
Francisco, Sept. 30 
Oct. 2. (FE. S.): Townsend's warbler, Santa Cruz 
Mountains, above Woodside, Sept. 14 (Rigby) ; 
white-crowned sparrow, East Oakland, Sept. 22. (Sei- 
bert); near Los Gatos, Sept. 15) (E. 


near Los 


S.); golden 
crowned sparrow, Pacific Grove, 4 on Sept. 23° (Mrs. 
Paca); East Oakland, Sept. 24 
row. Strawberry Canyon, Sept. 22 (C.). 


(Seibert) ; fox spar 
Records of particular interest The following 
species deserve record whenever they occur in the 
region: white-tailed kite, near Dumbarton Bridge, 
1 on Sept. 1 (Rigby); band-tailed pigeon, Mt. 
Hermon, about 50 on Nov. 28 (E. Smith) ; Hastings 
Reservation, smaller number than in any of last 


10 years, none after Dec. 1 (Linsdale); Vaux’s 
swift, Point Lobos, 5 on Sept. 20 (Peck); blue- 
grav gnatcatcher, near Spreckles, 8 on Nov. 16 


(Andersons); Nashville warbler, Strawberry Can- 
yon, Sept. 24 to Oct. 8 (Childs); yellow warbler, 

















Strawberry Canyon, Sept. 15 to Oct. 3 (C.); black- 
throated gray warbler, Strawberry Canyon, Oct. 13 
(C.) ; western tanager, near Los Gatos, Oct. 5 (E.S.). 

\ special feature of this season has been the gen- 
eral appearance of the following species, not regu- 
larly seen on the low ground of middle California, 
some of which came in large numbers: Clark’s nut- 
cracker, top of mountain south of Los Gatos, 1 on 
Sept. 21 (Dieterich); red-breasted nuthatch, more 
reports than in previous years, Oakland, abundant 
everywhere for last few weeks (Kelly); near Los 
Gatos, 1 on Aug. 30, then at numerous localities in 
San Jose region (iE. Smith); Santa Cruz Moun- 
tains, above Woodside, 12 on Sept. 14 (Rigby) ; 
Strawberry Canyon, 50 to 75 were seen on Sept. 11 
where usually | or % are present (Childs) ; vicinity 
of Carmel, Aug. 25 to Nov. 29 (A.L.B. Williams) ; 
golden-crowned kinglet, Carmel Highlands, 1 on 
Oct. 14 (Williams); Santa Cruz Mountains, first 
since 1944, 45 on Noy. 28 (E.S.); red crossbill, Oak- 
land, 2 to 9 on Nov. 8 to 13 (Mrs. Curtis); 4 on 
Nov. 19 (Mrs. Zimmerman) ; 19 on Nov. 23 (Brock) ; 
Mt. Hermon, Santa Cruz Mountains, mid-October 
to Noy. 28, 15, came to bird bath and fed in nearby 


pines (E.S.); Carmel Highlands, 1 on Nov. 27 
(Mrs. Harris), Nov. 2 and 16 (W.); green-tailed 


towhee, Hastings Reservation, | banded and trapped 
repeatedly, Oct. 6 to 11 (M. A. Linsdale) .— Jean M. 
LINSDALE, Hastings Reservation, Jamesburg Route, 
Vonterey, Calif. 


SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA REGION. — The 
late summer hot spell, normal from August into 
September, was first really broken along the coast 

by showers on Oct. 19, 











. 9 shies . . 
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two white-fronted 
geese were noted over Topock on Sept. 10, and 457 
at Bill Williams delta on the 26th, the “good 
flight” continuing into October with a last 2 on 
the Ilth (G. Monson). Mr. Gary reported the first 
flock of pintails going over the Bolsa Chica Gun 
Club’s dry ponds in late July; 60 were seen flying 
down the coast at Playa del Rey (Cogswell), and 
40 at Palos Verdes (Shuart) on Aug. 10. Estimates 
of 2500 at Topock on Sept. 3 (Monson) , and 2600 in 
Carlsbad-Oceanside lagoons on the 10th (Cogswell) 
were about ihe same as last year in the same lo- 
calities. Four flocks of 7 to 50 each were seen mi- 
grating well off shore from Newport and near 
Catalina Island on Oct. 11 (Cogswell). Game 


warden White reported that the 40,000 “sprig” 
present at 2 gun clubs in the Mugu area were re- 
duced to about 20,000 by dispersal during the 
showers of Oct. 10 to 12. A fulvous tree-duck on 
Oct. 26 at Playa del Rey, and a male wood duck 
with 3 (?) females flying over San Gabriel River 
Sanctuary on Oct. 24, are considered as semi-rarities. 

Herons and ibises.—Seventeen definitely transi- 
ent American egrets on Oct. 12, and 32 snowy egrets 
on Noy. 28, visited San Gabriel River Sanctuary. A 
flock of 48 snowics was seen migrating over Topock 
on Oct. 28 (Monson). Maximum numbers of both 
egrets reported on any one day from the coastal 
marshes was 50, considerably below last year. The 
16 wood ibises at Cardiff on Sept. 1 (Stultz), and 6 
at Carlsbad on the 12th (Comby) were down in 
numbers, but normal as to dates. The white-faced 
glossy ibis, fairly common only a few years ago 
along the coast, was reported oniy from the Havasu 
area, where 6 were first seen on July 2, and the 
last (1) on Oct. 15 (G.M.). 

Shorebirds. — The first increases, beyond the usual 
all-summer stragglers, noted on June 28 at Playa del 
Rey were: 10 Hudsonian curlews, 120 willets, 3 
dowitchers, and 60 western sandpipers, mostly in 
breeding plumage. Increases of these and arrival of 
all the other common species during July and 
August produced maximum “single locality” re- 
ports essentially the same as last year. The peak 
for both least and western sandpipers was on 
Aug. 29, with 1000 to 2000 of each at Bisby Slough. 
Marbled godwits reached a peak of 1000 in 1 flock at 
Sunset Beach on Aug. 29, but diminished exception- 
ally during October (C.) The following are records 
of our less common shorebird species: lesser yellow- 
legs, 2 on July 19 at Havasu Lake (G. M.); 4 near 
Shandon, San Luis Obispo County, on Aug. 31 
(Rett); and 1 at Playa del Rey on Oct. 19 (Cogs- 
well and Sprunt); pectoral sandpiper, 24 on Sept. 
14, and 1 on Oct. 13, at Havasu Lake (G. M.); soli- 
tary sandpiper, 1 on Sept. 10, above Topock (G.M.) ; 
knot, | on Aug. 6 at Sandyland (R.). Baird’s sand- 
piper, 4 on Aug. 9, between Hyperion and Playa 
del Rey (C.). 

Pelagic birds.— Three boat trips were taken by 
L. A. Audubon Society members from Newport Bay 
to the east end of Catalina Island to study this 
group of birds. On Aug. 30, the following were 
seen: sooty shearwater, 6; pink-footed shearwater, 
1; fulmar, 2 (debilitated); pomarine jaeger, 4; red 
phalarope, 5; and northern phalarope, 85. At 
Dominguez Lagoon on Sept. 7, 1000 red phalaropes 
were recorded (Shuart). During rough weather on 
Oct. 11 only 3 pink-footed shearwaters were defi- 
nitely identified, and of the many jaegers all were 
cither immatures lacking long central tail feathers 
or too distant for identification. The Nov. 15 trip 
yielded 100 sooty shearwaters, 6 pink-footed shear- 
waters, 3 fulmars, 2 red phalaropes, and 1 pomarine 
jaeger. At Santa Barbara a_ parasitic jaeger was 
seen 1 mile off shore on Sept. 14, and 2 were seen 
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on the 28th (W. Abbott). Also on Sept. 28, 2 were 
observed robbing terns over the estuary at Sunset 
Beach (Cogswell) . 

Gulls and terns. —In the Santa Monica Bay area 
Heermann’s gull continued in the best numbers 
with 600 on Aug. 31 and 300 on Oct 26, along 5 
miles of beach (Cogswell, Taylor). One Franklin’s 
gull was seen at Havasu Lake on Oct. 2 (Monson). 
No Bonaparte’s gulls were reported until Oct. 23, 
when 2 were at Havasu Lake (G.M.). The flock 
which winters regularly at Playa del Rey increased 
from 200 on Oct. 26 to 600 by Nov. 24 (Stultz). I 
counted 40 common terns among the commoner 
Forster’s terns on mud flats at Bolsa Chica on 
Sept. 28, and 2 on Oct. 19 and 26 at Playa del Rey. 
Royal terns were commoner than for several years, 


the first 12 being seen at Bolsa Chica on Oct. 1 
(Plumb), 30 along the Malibu-Mugu coast on 
Oct. 19 (C.. Sprunt), and 50 west of Santa Monica 


on the 26th (C., 1.2). Caspian terns numbered over 
100 on Aug. 8, 26 at Upper Newport Bay, but only 
a few were left on Sept. 14 (Morton). Three ele- 
gant identified by direct comparison 
with Caspians and Forster’s on Sept. 28 at Bolsa 
Chica Krom 300 to 400 black terns, 
both adults and immatures, were gathered at a 
Pulare Lake on July 29, ap- 
(Rett). A late 
one for the coast, was 1 at 


terns were 


(Cogswell) . 


small pond west of 
parently getting ready to migrate 
record, and the only 
Bolsa Chica on Oct. 1 (P.). 

Birds of prey.— White-tailed kites continue to 
return, at least briefly and then usually in the fall, 
to areas where they have not nested for many years. 
One at Peters Canyon near Santa Ana on Nov. 11 
(M. Harding), 1 in the Baldwin hills of S. W. Los 
Angeles on Nov. 29 (Mall), and 7 perched in 2 
bushes (!) in the Nov. 23 
(Shuart) represent suburban areas 
by this species, which 20 years ago was considered 
as approaching extirpation within the state. The 
only migrating flock of Swainson’s hawks was seen 
over Griffith Park, Los Angeles, on Oct. 19 (J. 
Russell). The first appeared at Havasu 
Lake on July 9. Several were seen along the river 
near Parker during September, and the last on 
Oct. 8 (M.). On the coast, ospreys were first seen 
at Upper Newport Bay on July 28, and 1 at Palos 
Verdes on Aug. 29 (C.). 

Doves. — Mourning Doves congregated by scores 
to hundreds at San Gabriel River Sanctuary in 
August and early September, but disappeared al- 
most completely by Sept. 28. There were few after 


Palos Verdes hills on 
re-invasion of 


osprey 


Ca 


this date in other normally occupied areas too, and 
the species was considered as sub-normal by hunters 
and “birders” alike. In contrast to most localities 
over 1000 were estimated to be present along roads 
near Los Olivos, Santa Barbara County, on Nov. 23 
(W. Abbott). The Chinese spotted dove is now 
established in the residential portions of Ventura 
and Santa Barbara, thus extending its range to a 
breadth of nearly 200 miles (to Palm Springs) since 
introduction in Los Angeles in 1917 or before. 
Land birds. — Hundreds of Vaux’s swifts were 
over the Los Angeles river at Griffith Park on 
Aug. 28 (Daugherty); small flocks tarried around 
Moro Rock and Little Baldy in Sequoia National 
Park on Sept. 3 and 4 (C.); and the last 2 were 
seen west of Earp in the Havasu area on Sept. 17 
(M.). \llen’s humming 
birds were seen at Griffith Park on June 15 (J.R.). 
Altadena by early July 
larkspur. In 
mountain areas, from the southern Sierras to La 
guna Mountain, around July 13 
feed at summer flowers under pines and around 
meadows. ‘They completely leave the state with the 


The earliest rufous and 
and both were common in 
(Quattlebaum) , feeding at scarlet 


(Crouch), they 


end of that blooming season. A really noteworthy 
and widespread invasion of red-breasted nuthatches 
was first reported on Sept. 3° (A. B. Hutchinson) 
from Santa Barbara, where the species became com 
mon (10 ata time) thereatter and on into Decembea 
(Rett and Abbott). Other occurrences were: 3 at 
Big Pines in the San Gabriel Mountains on Sept. 21 
(C.); 1 on Sept. 26 and 1 on the 30th in the 
Havasu Lake area. Monson’s first records there, in- 
dicate a wide dispersal to the east also. Several 
species of warblers were detected as migrants ex- 
ceptionally early in mid-or-late July; but the peaks 
of the movements were nearly normal. Quantita 
tively the migration was mostly poor. 

Rarities. — A black and white warbler, female, 
collected from a flock of red-breasted nut- 
hatches at Santa Barbara Museum on Sept. 11, and 
a male of this species was seen on Oct. 8 (Rett, 
Abbott). An American redstart, adult male, was 
observed closely at a bird bath in Santa Ana, Oct. 
15 (M. Harding). A West Mexican kingbird (T. 
melancholicus) seen at Beal Slough, above 
Fopock on the Colorado River, on Oct. 2, and least 
grebes were seen for the second year in California 
near Havasu Lake, 2 on Sept. 28, and 1 on Oct. 8 
and 9 (G. Monson).— Howarp L. CocGsweLi, Sar 
Gabriel River Wildlife Sanctuary, 2610 S$. Durfee 
Ave, El Monte, Calif. 
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